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SOME POINTS THAT 

TROUBLE OUR OPPONENTS 

/ 

The Soculist. Negation of Property, and the System that Would Reduce 
Ail Men to a Dead Level 


By B«n. Atlarbury 


Socialism, it is urged, does not respect 
the rights, of private property. Well, 
that’s too bad; if there is anything that 
should be “respected” it Ls property— 
private property. But, as a matter of 
fact, the objection (when not intended to 
deceive) shows a misunderstanding of 
the Socialist doctrine of property. It is 
one of those points that few of our critics 
can or will see. The Socialist negation 
of property is of property only in the 
means of production and distribution. 
And what are these means ? Land and 
capital—the resources and bounty of na¬ 
ture and the instruments (tools and ma¬ 
chinery) whereby Labor (the creator of 
capital), is enabled to produce wealth. 
Socialists do not wish to socialize a pair 
of shoes that only one man cam wear— 
biit rather the machinery by which shoes 
are produced. Tliis we desire because, 
while the machinery is privately owned 
the individual owning it has it in his 
power to oppress and degrade Labor 
and make it difficult for any of us to get 
shoes. No matter how hard some of 
us work producing silks for the rich, 
whether we get shoes for ourselves de¬ 
pends upon the whim of the fellow with 
a cinch on the machines. 

* * • 

You see, we want silks as well as 
shoes; in fact, we, want more private 
property rather than less, but' see no 
way of getting it until capital (our social 
inheritance), and land (our natural in¬ 
heritance), are made common "prop¬ 
erty” and when that is done, you see, 
everybody will have a whole lot more 
“property” than now. O yes, there will 
be much" more respect for private prop¬ 
erty under Socialism -than now—and 
everybody who performs useful service 
will be secure in the enjoyment of it. 
Let me quote a critic of Socialism on this 
point about property, one of the very 
ablest critics, too. Dr. .\lbert Schattle: 

“^cialism forbids the future use of 
property as private means of produc¬ 
tion, as a private source of income, and 
.thus necessarily puts an end to all ine¬ 
qualities of income which are not the re¬ 
sult 6f pre-eminent labor performed. It 
isonlyownership.and moreover only pri¬ 
vate ownership in the instruments of 
pr^uction, that Socialism would abolish 
in the future.” 

.^nd so you see that under Socialism 
you can have clothes that will be all 
your own, a house that will be all your 
own, books and pictures that will be all 
your own, food that will be all your own, 
and land and capital that w'ill be yours 
and mine! What more is there that you 
and I need? 

» • * 

With such assurances as the above, 
fortified as they are by the concession 
of one of the ablest of a few critics, can 
you not feel that your beefsteak will be 
forthcoming by-day and your bed read' 
to sleep in by night, and turn in to aid' 
the coming of the co-operative com- 
monweahh, when private and compet¬ 
ing capitals will not drive <lown wages 
bv conipetition and every worker will 
have plenty! Or. do yoti still want 
plcntv plus profits ? 

* ♦ • 

But now I hear some lusty apologist 


for robbery say; “That is all well 
enough, but you cannot deny that So¬ 
cialism ivill reduce all men to a dead 
level!” Yes, I can, and do. I affirm 
and can prove that Socialism will do ex¬ 
actly the opposite. It will raise all men 
to a living level. .\nd 'vhen you come 
to think it over you will see that that is 
just what the competitive capitalistic 
system has failed to do. I take it for 
granted that you believe labor (of hand 
and brain) produces all wealth and pro¬ 
duces enough for all. You may not 
agree with me that the reason why, with 
labor producing enough for all, many 
laborers do not have sufficient, is that 
many drones who produce nothing have 
a surplus. It is true, whether we agree 
on it or not. It is also true that labor- 
saving devices greatly increase the fa¬ 
cilities of production, so that the shoes 
for the nation are made in factories by 
the labor of about 140,000 persons. .And 
these persons, be it remembered, are not 
shoemakers, but machine tenders. 

* « * 

Now, can you conceive a system bet¬ 
ter calculated to I’rcduce men to a dead 
level” than a wage and factory system 
that keeps the labor market permanently 
overstocked and makes of those who are 
employed mere automatons ? Why don’t 
you confess you haven't given the sub¬ 
ject much thought and really know lit¬ 
tle about it? What is your trade, pray? 
A watchmaker? Beg pardon, there are 
no watchmakers; there are some fiftieth 
or one-hundredth parts of watchmakers 
strolling around, most of them “dead 
broke” and all on a “dead level.” 

» * * 

I tell you, and you can’t get away 
from it, wriggle how you will, the pres¬ 
ent sj-stem "reduces men to a dead level” 
and does it from logical necessity. Look 
at the “dead Je.vel” of .wages in ths 
trades, the "dead level” of fees in the 
professions, the “dead level” of salaries 
for preachers, the “dead 'level” of prices 
for farmers. What is the principal func¬ 
tion of the lajjor unions? Die estab¬ 
lishment and maintenance of a “dead 
level” of wages. .And what does a “dead 
level” of wages mean? A dead level of 
opportunity for individual development. 
* ♦ ♦ 

I think I know what I am talking 
about. Honor bright, now, do you think 
you . do ? I can prove another thing; 
it is .this, that the present leveling sys¬ 
tem involves a lower level, lower in 
wages and opportunities. You can’t 
put your finger on a single measure— 
outside the program of the Socialists 
—that can stop it. Capitalist politicians 
cannot help you, because their masters 
have to be consulted. .All the remedial 
legislation of twenty-five years lias not 
prevented the robbery of the people at 
the sweet will of organized private cap¬ 
italists. .And .today you have this pic¬ 
turesque illustration of the “dead level” 
i in place of the .'"liberty and prosperity’ 

I which you imagine you have: 

Population. National Wealth, 

i 52 per cent own.5 per cent 

'39 ;; ;; .^ :: 

9 7 * . , 

Do you not see that the "leveling ’ 
process is already established? 


McKINLEY'S e^augural 


1896 William McKinley of Ohio, 
nknipt, was, by the power of money 
cted from trusts, corporations, rnon- 
ies. banks and combines, by Mark 
na made president of the L'nited 
's 'a fat job which he held for four 
s at $136.98 a day for 365 days'of 

vear. , ... 

>ht and day, whether the president 
feasting or fasting, sleeping or 
ting, praying or playing, at home 
iroad. about ten cents every minute 
ped into his pockets. It was a fat 
and on last November the trusts, 
orations, monopolies, banks ana 
fines continued the job for another 
'•cars, at the same rate of wages, 
)"an hour, for every hour in the 
e four vears. 

is this "fact that made it necessary 
Villiam McKinley, to deh'ief his^c- 
inaugural address March 4. >90b 
begin again to receive his wages, 
le inaugural ceremonies were at- 
ed with a splendid military dispUy, 
estive of the fact that the civil has . 
me subordinate to militao | 

:r; that the republic, with its demo- | 
c simplicity, has reached its sun^t ; 
ne, while the "world power empire 


has dawned upon the world from Orient 
to Occident and its martial d^m-beat 
and bugle-blast are heard round the 
world. 

Space forbids any extended notice of 
the second inaugural address of our em¬ 
peror-president; only epitomized refer¬ 
ence is required, and little of that meets 
the demand. 

It should be mentioned, en passant, that 
McKinley has w on a number of soubre- 
quets during his administration, w'hich 
will stick to him until his hour-glass is 
turned for the last time, and even then 
will not let go their hold, one of which 
is “Rain Dutv” McKinley, and another 
is "Crawfish”’McKinley, both of which 
are eminently proper because of histori¬ 
cal incidents which they recall in dealing 
with the Porto Rican tariff question. 

The address begins by reciting the 
financial, commercial and industrial 
prosperity of the country, in which the 
president clearly intimates, “I did it.” 

He proclaims that “We are now- at 
peace with the world,” though a war of 
savage cruelty is in progress in the PhiU 
ippine, islands, requiring an army of at 
least fo,ooo men and'a fleet of warships 
with an annua] expenditure of millions 


of dollars and the sacrifice of thousands 
of lives. 

In saying “We are at peace with the 
world” the president places the Philip¬ 
pine islands outside of the world, and 
it is doubly true that the natives of 
that portion of our empire think they 
are in hell, because they have probably 
learned that “war is Kell.” 

In conducting this war-of invasion 
and subjugation the president says he 
invokes for his “guidance the direction 
and favor of Almighty God.” If he 
were waging war in the Philippine 
islands to secure liberty and independ¬ 
ence for their inhabitants, he' might in¬ 
voke the “favor of Almighty God.”’ But 
he is waging a war of conquest and sub¬ 
jugation, and therefore with far greater 
propriety could invoke the direction and 
favor of the devil, which, evidently, he 
is getting, and in such 'vars, be it said, 
the devil is no slouch. 

The president sarcastically refers to 
those w'ho oppose his policy as “obstruc¬ 
tionists,” the-enemies of their count ry, and 
all that, when in fact they are the men, 
and the only men, w-ho are rallying to 
the support of the republic and the prin¬ 
ciples of “liberty and independence” 
upon W'hich it was founded. 

The president calls attention to the 
fact that he is organizing a Filipino 
army, traitors to their country, to mur¬ 
der their countrymen w-ho refuse to be 
subjugated,' and exclaim, as did Patrick 
Henry, of undying fame, "Give me lib¬ 
erty or give me death.” 

In this the president is emulating the 
example of the British during our rev¬ 
olutionary war in arming tories and 
traitors to defeat Washington, w’ho were 
more relentless than the savages in the 
pursuit of patriots. 

But why pursue the subject ? The “in¬ 
augural” address under consideration is 
from first to last a mass of vapid vapor- 
ings without one 'vord to redeem it from 
‘.he low plane of thought 'vhich distin¬ 
guishes it throughout, a tame rehash of 
capitalistic stuff appearing in a subsidiz¬ 
ed and a debauched press and exploited 
upon the stump by the lickspittles of 
the money power, and in closing it 
should be said, because it is true, that 
the (gowning infamy of McKinley’s first 
administration is the organization of the 
billion dollar trust,fully equipped to sup¬ 
ply any, amount money required to 
destroy the repubjjp and inaugurate the 

r empire. - 

A Word with You, My Boy 

Some people say Socialism is slavery. 
Well, 'vorking for w-hat you get and get¬ 
ting only what you produce is Socialism. 
The parasites who ride on your back and 
clip coupons might.think it slavery. If 
you fellows who work occasionally, w-hen 
you get the chance, aided by the labor of 
your babies who ought to be in school, 
like the present scheme, w'hy just vote 
for any old party candidate. If you 
think the present plan gives you leisure 
to be decent and plenty of clothing and 
food, just keep it up. But if you 'don’t 
think so you had better get some cheap 
little book and find out what Socialism 
is. You will be astonished to learn how 
simple and just Socialism is. Don’t take 
the 'vord' of your preacher, doctor or 
lawyer friend; they can be just as igno¬ 
rant of truth as anybody, else—in fact, 
an educated ignoramus is about the worst 
kind. Some of the most ignorant men I 
ever saw- w'cre educated men—regular 
“t'vo-.spots.” 

There is occasionally some fool talk by 
such people about Socialism “destroying 
the family,” and all, that sort of rot; but 
you may rely on my 'vord, my boy,"-hen 
I say that such assertions come only from 
knaves or ignoramuses. I am married, 
and if Socialism plays h —1 w'ith the fam¬ 
ily, do you suppose I would be a Social¬ 
ist? 

You also hear little human parrots say. 
that Socialists are irreligious. Well, if 
iKing a church member is religious, they 
arc not: they are giving “churchianity” 
some of its hardest wallops. But men 
just have to get out of the church to ad¬ 
vance 1 This may shock you, but it’s true. 
Brotherhood is religion—“this is re¬ 
ligion by her deeper name.” The Social¬ 
ist wants .to put brotherhood into prac¬ 
tice here and no'v. To do this the whole 
people must own the-means of production 
and distribution. 

William Q. Jenkins. 


A Society Item 

New- York, March 6.—Mrs. Frank 
Leslie no longer—but the Baroness de 
Bazus. 

When Mrs. Leslie sailed for Rome on 
the Maria Theresa she was thus booked. 
She had the name engifaved on her visit¬ 
ing cards, and she bore a patent of right 
to the title. 

The title is said to be of French origin. 
But, although Mrs. Leslie Announced her 
accession before she .sailed she did not 
state in what manner her decoration had 
come to her. It is intimated that she 
bought it. Mrs. Leslie’s friends declare, 
however, that the title came to her by 
descent. 

Bazus is a tiny hamlet in France, nine 
miles from Toulouse. It boasts only 
225 inhabitants. 


MISCHIEF MAKING 

BLISSFUL SOQALISM 

Futile Attempts of a Confusionist to Unite Socialists While Denying the 
Class-Conscious Proletarian Struggle 


Bjt iMdor Ladoff 


Rev. W. D. Bliss is the leader of 
the Social Reform Union. Being weary 
of the strife of Socialists (in which, by 
the way, the played the part of an on¬ 
looker only) and the Socialism of strife, 
he decided to step forward with an olive 
branch, the “symbol of what shall be.” 
This is, of course, very natural. The 
reverend gentleman is weary and want.s 
peace. He does not belieVe in strife, but 
does believe in peace. He believes, how¬ 
ever, in many other things. He believes 
“in one life, in all the people and in all 
the people in one life.” A.s the dear 
reader will readily conclude, the reverend 
gentleman is not only exceedingly broad 
in his faith, but somewhat oracular in its 
expression. In religious affairs, how¬ 
ever, a little haziness of style is consid¬ 
ered rather graceful and lofty. Indeed, 
W. D. P. Bli's is not a common mortal; 
he is a prophet, an apostle of a new So¬ 
cialism, the Socialism of the t'ventieth 
century, the Socialism of Peace ('vith a 
big P). What "-ill such a Socialism 
mean ? asks the prophet, and replies hirii- 
sclf: “It 'vill mean all that is in man— 
sex, bodies, heads, souls, matter. What 
is matter? Never mind! It 'vill mean 
mind. What is mind? No matter!” In 
regard to transparency of style the sen¬ 
tences of the Pythian oracle are far su¬ 
perior to the style of the apostle of the 
Socialism of the t'ventieth century, but 
great ideas have to be clothed in the 
language of poesy. In spite of all the 
poetic license of the profession, or, rath¬ 
er, confession, of faith of the founder of 
the Socialism of Peace, one thing is clear 
as “the glow of Homer’s rolling sun”— 
namely, that it will mean a g;rea‘. deal 
more than the Anarchism of Peace as 
expounded and propounded by Count 
Leo Tolstoi. Judge for yourself, dear 
reader. The Blissful Socialism of Peace 
."•ill mean matter (and that means a great 
deal), no matter, mind, never mind and 
many other things and nothings, enu¬ 
meration, of W'hich've are compelled to 
omit for sheer lack of space. 

Die most encouraging aspect of Bliss¬ 
ful Socialism is, however, that it will 
mean sex, and for obvious reasons. Rev. 
W. D. P. Bliss is not only the prophet of 
a new- gospel, a ne'v savior of humanity, 
but a great organizer. He found out 
that "people are w-eary” (again this char¬ 
acteristic expression of the reverend 
gentleman’s state of mind, this time gen¬ 
eralized ; believing in “all the people in 
one life,” he identifies himself with the 
people to 'vhich he belongs) “of discus¬ 
sion, they 'vant action.” Therefore, he 
is starting "an organization that shall 
eventually make parties unnecessary. 
Today reform needs not so much edu¬ 
cation as unity, the unity of the whole 
people.” Diere is obviously nothing 
small about the great founder of Bliss¬ 
ful Socialism. He is against parties, be¬ 
cause a party stands for a part. We 
must have an organization into w'hich 
any one—any man or w'oman—can en¬ 
ter. It must respect everybody’s opin¬ 
ion. alike the millionaire’s and the pau¬ 
per’s. It must, therefore, as an organi¬ 
zation, have no opinion, NO PL.AT- 
FORM, NO PRINCIPLES! But sec¬ 
ondly, having let everybody in, it must 
find out u'hat all 'vant I Ho'v "'ill this 
bring in Socialism ? It will not bring in 
Socialism until the majority of the peo¬ 
ple w'ant it, "and then it will.” This idea 
of ushering in Socialism by uniting all 
men and women of the w'orld in an or¬ 
ganization w'ithout principles is so 
grand, so unique, so original and at the 
.same time so delightfully simple, that i( 
"'ould make Rev. W. D. P. Bliss immor¬ 
tal if he did not othenvise deserve it. 
Let us only imagine “an organization to 
W'hich anybody can belong Snd yet per¬ 
fectly free to vote as he will. Diose 
"•ho think they can do the most good by 
working through one of the old political 
parties can still do so, those 'vho believe 
in a class-conscious party can go on 
W'ith their efforts and party. I* can bind 
no one; it can unite all, because hrothCr- 
hootl (among the millionaires «.-d pau¬ 
pers) is more adhesive (not cohesive, 
mind you, but adhesive!) than strife." 
In respect to tolerance, broadness and 
liberality- this organization does not 
leave anything to desire, since “anybody 
can belong to it, ivithout committing 
himself to any economic view, without 
making any pledge to support or not to 
support any party.” 

Rev. W. D. P. does not believe in a 
class-conscious proletarian struggle. Hit 
motto is, “Brotherhood by brotherhood, 
peace by the path of peace.” His ideal 
is the sea "of deep, sun-crowmed fra- 


teraity.” A fitting conclusion to Rev. 
W- D. P.’s manifesto of Blissful So¬ 
cialism would-be the paraphrase of the 
historical concluding sentences of the 
Communist manifesto: Workingmen of 
all countries, good-night I 

What is BUssful Socialism? It is a 
conglomeration of conservative or bour¬ 
geois with Utopian Socialism. To quote 
the Communist manifesto: “A part of 
the Iwurgeoisie is desirous of 
redressing social grievances in order to 
secure the continued existence of bour¬ 
geois society. The bourgeois Socialists 
'vant all the advantages of modern social 
conditions without the struggles and 
dangers necessarily resulting therefrom. 
They desire the existing state of society 
minus the revolutionary and disintegrat¬ 
ing elements. They wish for a bour¬ 
geoisie without a proletariat. In requir¬ 
ing the proletariat to carry out such a 
system, and thereby to march straight¬ 
way into the social New Jerusalem 
(Blissful Socialism), it but requires in 
reality that the proletariat should remain 
w'lihin the bounds of existing society, 
but should cast away all its hateful ideas 
concerning the bourgeoisie. It is 
summed up in the‘ phraseThe bour¬ 
geoisie is a bourgeoisie, for the benefit 
of the working class. The undeveloped 
state of the class struggle, as well as 
their o'vn surroundings, cause Socialists 
of this kind to consider themselves far 
superior to class antagonism. They 
'vant to improve the condition of every 
member of society, even that of the most 
favored. Here they habitually appeal to 
society at large, without distinction of 
class—nay, by preference to the ruling 
class. Here they reject all political, and 
especially all revolutionary, action; they 
wish to attain their ends by peaceful 
means, and -endeavor by small" experi¬ 
ments, necessarily doomed to failure. 
By degrees they sink into the category 
of the reactionary, conservative Social¬ 
ists, differing froVn them only by more 
systematic pedantry and bj’ their fantas¬ 
tical and superstitious belief in the mi¬ 
raculous effect of their social science. 
They therefore violently oppose all po¬ 
litical action on the part of the working 
class; such action, according to them, 
can only result from blind unbelief in 
the new gc^pel.” So far Karl Marx’s 
opinion on Blissful Socialism. We Have 
very little to add to it. Suffice it to 
state that w-e consider Rev. W. D. P. 
Bliss’ “movement” not only ridiculous 
(although probably well meant), but de¬ 
cidedly harmful, as it is likely to create 
more confusion in respect to w-hat So¬ 
cialism really means and stands for than 
already exists among the general pub¬ 
lic. W. D. P. Bliss is w'liat we would call 
a confusionist himself, as he sufficiently 
proved by his'would-be public activity 
for many, many years, a man without a 
clear vision, without courage of his con¬ 
victions, without backbone, a straddler. 
Such people are fretful, try to please 
everybody, attempt much and finally ac¬ 
complish nothing; they usually fail to 
grasp situations, and grope around in 
the dark without realizing it. . Dicy at¬ 
tempt to appear great, original, but turn 
out commonplace and iunny. 

Social Democracy can afford to look 
with compassion on the activity of petty 
middle-class reformers posing as saviors 
of humanity. 


Awful'Poverty with Co-operation 
. I saw in Brussels and Ghent evidence 
of the great good accomplished by co¬ 
operative societies which control manu¬ 
facturers of almost every conceivable 
kind. In Ghent there are 35^000 per¬ 
sons in one co-operative society. In 
Brussels there are forty thousand. The.se 
societies have been organized for twenty 
years and are steadily growing, proving 
that co-operation is no Utopian dream, 
but a fact. 

There ought to be po'verful societies of 
this kind in every city and village of our 
young, progressive land. We ought to 
lead the woMd in this matter as we do 
in many other things. 

The awful extravagance of kingdoms 
and the terrible .poverty of the masses 
struck me forcibly. I am sorry to see 
America drifting away from its early dig¬ 
nified simplicity into ivastefal pomp and 
display, which renders it a weak imita¬ 
tion of an empire.—Ella Wheeler Wil¬ 
cox. 


Labor unions ought to know if E^ 
peror McKinley’s coronation suit, and 
the wonderful trousseau of his 
bore the union label. . / 
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We call it “inauguration,” but it is 
“coronation” all the same. 

The union label will work wonders if 
labor unions can make it stick. 

The lust and trust combines; are doing 
fairly well in the line of prosperity. 

Socialism in its fight for better condi¬ 
tions asks no quarter. It is a fight to the 
finish. 

The great Morgan trust, the largest 
in the world, is to be known as the “Steel 
and Steal trust.” 

Observe the spider and the silk worm, 
a le w order of insects. Still they ojjerate 
their'own spinning jennies. 

As long as a worker is compelled by 
conditions to surrender to capitalism a 
large portion of his earnings he is a slave. 

An axe makers’ organization in Penn¬ 
sylvania axed for an advance in wages 
and won the strike. They were sharp. 

“Eternal vigilence is the price of lib¬ 
erty.” But in these halcyon days thou¬ 
sands pay the price who do not get the 
liberty. 

McKinley is trying it on, but he will 
neyer be able to preach Qirist’s sermon 
on the mount-from the muzzles of his 


Garfield is credited with the saying, 
“Today is a king in disguise.” If he 
were now living he would say, “McKin¬ 
ley is like today.” 

The fad that "God rules in the coun¬ 
cils of nations,” is about played out. 
The Boers, the Filipinos and the Chin¬ 
ese don’t take any stock in the whim. 

In Indiana a man who sells his vote 
is punished, while the purchaser contin¬ 
ues business at the old stand unmolested, 
lliat is Mark Hannaism to perfection. 

The milkmen of Buffalo are going to 
organize an international association, 
and President Gonipers says they have 
as much right to do it as any udder 
J>eople. 

• John L>. Rockefeller has,recently given 
to Brown University $25*3,000. his sec¬ 
ond gift of like amount *0 the institu¬ 
tion. Total, $500,000, equal to his in¬ 
come for about fifteen days. 

The working women of Missouri have 
a bill before the legislature granting 
them the same wages paid to men—for 
equal work. If the legislature has any 
gallantry it \ ’ill pass the bill. 

Every year for the past thirty years 
some sort of a rebellion, insurrection or 
revolution has been going on in the Cen¬ 
tral .American states., They don't stand 
pat on anvthing except religion. 

The government has in its employment 
at Washington city, 19446 persons, to 
whom it pays annually $19,624496. The 
employes includes everj’body from spit¬ 
toon cleaners to cabinet officers. 

Andy Carnegie, who prates about “dy¬ 
ing poor,” recently received a check on a 
New York l)ank for $25,000,000. This, 
represents only a part of his “spot cash,” 
besides which -he ha.s $204,000,000 in 
bonds drawing, interest. 

Emperor Billy will issue a decree in- 
export of hemp from his 
Philippine provinces. He thinks it will 
be required tt> pay such of the “insur¬ 
gents’ at are not killed in battle, while 
^ “Siting for liberty and their native land. 
R molders of 

r |“ie''eland, O., have been on a strike and 
nave won a victory, ^nd the non-union¬ 


ists will have to go. A clear case of 
“enforced idleness,” about which there 
is much talk nowadays. 

A California judge -by the name of 
Hall has decided that the law making 
eight hours a legal working day is "un¬ 
constitutional.” The judge is either a 
rascal or a fool, and in either case ought 
to be hailed over the coals. 

“You can't make a silk purse out of a 
sow’s ear,” says the old saw, but it docs 
not follow that a statesman like Mark 
Hanna can't be manufactured out of a 
horse-leech by adding a devil-fish tenta¬ 
cle and the velvety paw of a catamount. 

The Chinese classifj' the distinguished 
culjirits who aided the Boxer rebellion 
against foreigners—some of them are dc- 
gradi.-d—losing their titles and posses¬ 
sions. Those exercising greater influ¬ 
ence arc permitted to commit suicide, 
while the chief leaders are beheaded.. 

The old aphorism says: “Like king, 
like people. True, and like people, like 
king is also true. If in the United 
States conditions of the people are a 
shame and an abomination it is because 
the ]xx)ple so will it, or worse, because 
the people permit it. 

The greatest gambling establishments 
of the world are the stock exchanges. 
The gamblers ante up wind and water— 
there is no limit to bets, and while nine 
out of ten fools who go into the game are 
swindled the dens are regarded as the 
result of business evolution. 

A New York liquor dealer, who has 
been in the business for more than 
twenty years, writes to a city paper that 
he has fifty good and reliable customers 
who stand high in their respective total 
abstinence clubs and societies, and adds, 
as a judge of good liquor, a total absti¬ 
nence man is liable to be an expert. 

Gen. Thomas, just before one of his 
great battles, asked a captain of a bat¬ 
tery, “Have you got an extra linch pin ?” 
and reminded him that a battle might 
be lost for the want of a linch pin. So¬ 
cialists in their battle lagainst wage 
slavery should see to it that their bat¬ 
teries are supplied with extra linch pins. 

A man out of work, out of money, 
poorly clad and hungrj', is in a poor 
plight tc solve or consider economic 
problems. But give him employment, 
let him earn the wherewith by yvhich to 
improve his condition, and you may, as 
if by enchantment, arouse his latent en¬ 
ergies and make him a useful citizen. It 
has been done. 

Said the keeper of a Friendly ( ?) Inii, 
to a liungrj', worn-out tramp: “Saw 
that pile of wood and I’ll give you some¬ 
thing to eat.” The wretched mendicant 
replied: ‘T am weak from hunger, give 
me a breakfast and I will saw twice that 
amount of wockI.” The “Friendly Inn” 
declined the trank's offer, but did invite 
him into the house to hear the “prayer 


Once upon a time the saihts held a con¬ 
vention. It was international and har¬ 
monious. Preliminary to general busi¬ 
ness two resolutions were offered: 

. I. Resolved, The-earth belongs to the 
saints. 

2. Resolved, We are the saints. 

The resolutions passed without a dis¬ 
senting vote. 

The Sultan of Sooloo, or Jolo, or 
Hello—it- don't matter as to that—in 
honor of the coronation of his master. 
Emperor Billy, purchased two new 
wives for his harem, and bought enough 
calico for trousseaus for the "whole she¬ 
bang. He reports the slave niarket ac¬ 
tive. and that piracy, polygamy-and pros¬ 
perity are flourishing. 

There is a scheme before the Illinois 
state legislature for a hew state consti¬ 
tution. From present appearances the 
politicians, led by the speaker of the 
house, arc using it to put off effective' 
action on municipal ownership. .It will 
be five years before a new constitution 
can go into effect. In the meantime all 
steps towards municipal ownership will 
be suppressed. Th.is is exactly what 
the corporations want. 

Rockefeller, Carnegie, George Gould. 
Russell Sage and J. Pierpont Morgan 
will go to Washington to be weighed 
on the scales in the navy yard of that 
city, which accurately weigh anything 
having the heft of one pound up to t50 
tons. Care will be takerr that two of the 
monsters do not mount the scales, at 
the same time, and some doubt is ex¬ 
pressed as to the capacity of the scales 
to weigh Rockefeller alone. 

Addressing a meeting of the superin¬ 
tendents of schools at the .Auditorium 
Hotel in Chicago last week, Thomas .M. 
Balliet declared, what everybody alive to. 
facts knows is true, that the heads of 
large educational institutions are no 
longer what they used to be. The stand¬ 
ards of -American institutions, he said, 
are changing, and the money-getter is 
wanted by the university for president. 

Notwithstanding the boast that a tidal 
wave of prosperity is now rolling over 
the country, there "are.no put it mildly, a 
hundred thousand willing workers in the 


United States who are anxiously seeking 
employment, for an opportunity to work, 
which they cannot find. If this is doubt¬ 
ed an advertisement calling for workers 
regardless of the character of the work, 
provided it is honest, will elkninatc 
doubts and confirnx the statement. 

Reports show that during the past 
century the production of cotton in the 
United States increased from 120,000 
bales in i8ox to 9436,000 bales in 1900, 
and that during that period the weight 
of the bales increased nearly threefold; 
and it is shown that during the same 
period the cotton factories of New Eng¬ 
land have degenerated and become 
scarcely less than prisons where men, 

. women and children are incarcerated to 
exploit capitalism. , 

When irrefutable facts demonstrate 
that 15 per cent of the population of tlie 
United States manage to appropriate 90 
per cent of the wealth created by 85 per 
cent of the population, trip-hammer logic 
is not required to prove that 85 per cent 
of the population are mercilessly robbed 
by the remaining 15 per cent of tlie pop¬ 
ulation. Labor, and only labor, produoes 
wealth, hence lalxtr is the victim of the 
robber)'. The only organization in the 
world that is laboring to change condi¬ 
tions is that which marches under the 
banners of Socialism. 

Mrs. Carrie Nation, every time she 
knocks out the head of a whiskey bar¬ 
rel with her little hatchet, soliloquizes: 
“There goes a hundred drunks, two cases 
of delirium tremens, twenty fights, one 
murder, two divorce complaints, five sui¬ 
cides and more devils than are cast out of 
Mary Magdileue.” Then she caresses 
her little hatchet and sings as softly as an 
aeolian harp: 

"My dear little hatchet, m’y sweet little 
liatchtt. 

You arc to Kansas a precious boon. 

Yes, you and I have created a racket. 

Hallelujah ! down goes the saloon!” 

Prince and Princess Charles of Swe¬ 
den visitci'. a concert hall expecting to 
hear a young woman sing in whose suc¬ 
cess they took a lively interest. No one 
in the hall paid any attention to the 
sprigs of royalty who, as the young 
woman did not appear on the stage, be¬ 
came restless and the Prince, upon in¬ 
quiry, learned that the concert in prog¬ 
ress was under the auspices of the So¬ 
cialists, and that the young woman in 
question would not appear. The royal 
guests remained in the hall for some 
time and left without meeting with any 
incivilities, and reported at the palace 
that "Socialists could amuse themselves 
in an intelligent manner and with as 
good order as any other political party.” 

Men talk learnedly of industrial evo¬ 
lution. Tersely defined, evolution is 
"unfolding.” reaching pertection by the 
slow but certain proces.-; of occult laws. 

It involves the idea of advancement from 
the imperfect to the jjcrt'ect when ap¬ 
plied to living organisms, evolved-from 
the egg, molecule or what not. But in¬ 
dustrial evolution, from a condition in 
which “labor and capital were combined 
in the same person,” to a condition when 
cai>ital is master and labor a slave, seems 
to be a process of binding rather than 
“unfolding.” Perhaps some phr.asc other 
'than “evolution" to characterize the dif¬ 
ference lietwcen industrial conditions of 
the past and the present could be coined. 
But alter all. it may be that evolution is 
appropriate in view of the fact tliat in¬ 
dustrial evolution has liccn subject to the 
same law, which in its operation evolves 
from the egg, a crocodile, a shark, a vul¬ 
ture or a cobra. 

Social Democracy 

Socialism, if it means anything, means 
democracy written large. Hence, Social 
Democracy and Social Democratic 
party. 

A’ou can find on every page of history 
the working out of the democratic prin¬ 
ciple—the rise of "laboring demos with 
the knotted hands” from slavery to free¬ 
dom. 

The triumph of Socialism will be the 
ultimate supremacy of democracy 
throughout the world—the natural and 
logical result of Labor’s struggle and 
the action of economic forces. 

It is through the study of Socialism 
that we jierceive why democracy—unde¬ 
veloped and hampered by a class ruler- 
ship, the property class—has failed. The. 
principle itself is untouched; it is the 
crown and untrodden peak on the chart 
of human progress. 

Democracy, according to the diction¬ 
aries, means a government in which the 
supreme power is in the hands of the 
people. 'ITie world has never yet seen 
that kind of a government. S'o party 
in existence, e.xcept the Social Demo¬ 
cratic party, proposes to establish such 
a government. ‘‘Suprerrie power,” re¬ 
quires not only the democratic principle 
of political equality (which the world has 
•not yet seenj but also the embodiment 
in the laws of the Socialist principle of 
economic equality. 

No body of people have the same right • 
as Socialists to use the word democracy; 
they also have the duty to stand for k 
in its true historical meaning, unaffect¬ 
ed by the puerile argument that it “con¬ 
fuses” somebody. Power and privilege 
have always been confused by it. Let 
us develop and go forward to democracy, 
which, written large, means Socialism. 


Merrie England 

As a treatise on Socialism, “Merrie 
England’’ has won wide and permanent 
recogpiition in England and in the Unit¬ 
ed States. The author simplifies intri¬ 
cate questions relating to work, wages 
and conditions. He tells what has been, 
what is and what may come to pass if 
workingmen are true to themselves. 
Problems which appear difficult are 
solved in a way that the average mind 
grasps central truths readily and cqm- 
prehends the principles and purposes of 
Socialism. "Merrie England” is com¬ 
mon sense' written in capital letters—a 
battering ram fairly represents its logic 
and arguments and its conclusions are 
axioms. It seeks to impress upon the 
■mind of the reader the supreme impor¬ 
tance of mind force, as compared with 
physical force. He shows that “the best 
part of man is his mind,” and that in 
England there is a vast amount of mind 
undeveloped, unused and going to waste 
—the mind of the working class. The 
same is true of the United States. This 
dormant mind force once aroused and 
set in motion would lift workingmen 
out of ruts of ceaseless drudgery to con¬ 
ditions where the satisfactions of in¬ 
telligence would be realized. This, it 
is shown, is one of the aims of Social¬ 
ism, and “Merrie England” demon¬ 
strates that success in that line is emi¬ 
nently feasible. The author points out 
that even in England, where environ¬ 
ments have been exceptionally adverse, 
poor men and workingmen have over¬ 
come them, and made themselves famed 
for usefulness to their fellow men. The 
mission of Socialism is to vitalize this 
inert mind force and set it in operation 
for the good of mankind, and "Merrie 
England” in a thousand ways points out 
how- this may be accomplished. "Merrie 
England” in size is a small book, in 
thought one of the greatest to be found 
in our libraries. It can be easily carried 
in the side pocket of a workingman’s 
blouse, and in his leisure moments trans¬ 
ferred to his head, where its teachings 
will furnish food for thought upon sub¬ 
jects of the greatest concern to the well¬ 
being of labor. 

On With The Dance 

Ttie great tragedy of “Progress and 
Poverty,” I’ow being enacted in the 
United States, is said by compietent 
judges in such matters to present scenes 
of tragic inte.-est, such as the immortal 
bara of .Avon in his palmiest days never 
so much as dreamed of. In this struc¬ 
ture they are both didactical and epical. 
They abound in scenes of transcendent 
beauty, enrapturing beholders and e.x- 
torting vociferous applause, followed by 
.spectacles so appalling that the devil 
himself cries out “Shame!” and all the 
ranks of the damned experience thrills 
of horror. There are graphic pictures 
of progress and prosperity. The work¬ 
ing man owning himself and his tools, 
living in a llowcr-cmbowcrcd cottage, 
where the wife and mother, the picture 
of contentment and happiness, surround¬ 
ed by her cliildren, happy as the birds 
singing their rountlclays amidst the blos¬ 
soms of the trees, and in juxtaposition, 
the cottage wrecked, the father a tramp, 
the mother insane, the children in rags, 
wandering waifs amidst scenes of desola¬ 
tion and despair, requiring the genius 
of a Dante, a Milton or a \’ictor Hugo 
to depict. 

The scenes in the wonderful tragedv 
of "Progress and Poverty” change as 
rapidly as the figures in a kaleidoscope. 
In one scene progress and wealth is pre¬ 
sented. in which Capital is riding upon 
the necks of working men. In another 
scene, Progress, mounted upon a gaily 
equipped charger is driving its prole¬ 
tariat ariiiy to fight the battles of kings 
in the name of empire and sovereignty. 
In still another scene Progress appears 
on the ground where working men are 
struggling against oppression armed 
with injunctions, guns, pistols and clubs 
and tlie stricken go down like forest 
trees when the storm god comes down 
irl his wrath. 

But the scene which represents the 
climax in the tragedy is the dance of 
death, llic dancers, the victims of con¬ 
ditions which defy exaggeration, come 
in ceaseless proccssioji. They dance, 
rattle their chains, and die—the dead are 
dragged away to some potter’s field, im- 
knclled. unsung and unknown, while 
Capitalism, a combination of fangs and 
claws anil beak, an incarnate devil-fish, 
enthroned and crowned and sceptcred^ 
shouts, "On with the dance!” 

The Outlook 

General Stewart L. A\ oodiord, in an 
addresii before the Outlook club, among 
other things, said that “Measured bv a 
coninion standard, despite all the oppor¬ 
tunities of intervening ages, there had 
been no real change in the human intel¬ 
lect : that the lust of power had prevailed 
from the beginning.” and referring to 
affirmed that the 
Lnited States is now in the fjrasp of the. 
CTaze for dominion. "I am aware,” said 
Oen. Woodford, “that some pious minds’ 
regard the national situation as an in- 
dication of the providence of God Of 
all ideas, this seems to be the most pre¬ 
posterous. The speaker contended that 
there IS danger in what we call com¬ 
mercialism. and that “there is tremen- 
dous danger ir every large prosperity. 
Great prosperity has destroyed heariy 
every family m w'hich it has” lien con¬ 
tinuous for three or four generations,” 


and that “great prosperity had wrecked 
every nation,” the decline and fall of 
which history furnishes any account. 

It appears paradoxical to speak of 
prosperity as the forerunner of destruc¬ 
tion, of the wreck and ruin of nations 
and yet history proclaims the truth’ 
Why such a verdict? History but re¬ 
peats itself. Great prosperity has fallen 
to the lot of the few, poverty to the 
many. Prosperity, if it does not come 
to all, if the rich rob the poor, as has 
been true in all ages, and is true now 
the boasted prosperity is but another 
name for piracy, and by God’s eternal 
decree, the nation that practices it is 
doomed. 

It does not matter in the least ivith 
what skill, fancy or (act may adorn the 
robber nation. Its palaces and tow,is, 
its learning and its refinements, its sci¬ 
ence and philosophy will only expedite 
its ruin, if its prosperity results from 
robbing the poor, now going on, in what 
are ca’lled civilized nations, of which the 
United States’ boastfully claims to be 
in the van. 

Socialism would change the program, 
and however forlorn the hope, the call 
to action serves to inspire courage and 
unyielding tenacity of purpose. Will it 
win the battle ? That depends upon the 
people’s discernment of the perils, that 
confront them. 

The Handwriting on the Wall 

The law of the world—whether stated 
in theological phraseology or not—is jus¬ 
tice ; yet, retributive justice. It rules ab¬ 
solutely throughout the universe in every 
sphere of action of all intelligent beings. 
Fraud upon workers, fraud upon buyers, 
must, by the very nature of things, en¬ 
tail the destruction of any society which 
tolerates it; nay, which blesses and ap- 
jiroves it with the names of competition, 
supply and demand, the course of trade! 
Who, that has eyes to see, can fail to dis¬ 
cern even now the handwriting on the 
wall—the Mcnc, Tekel, Upharsin of this 
great Babylon which we have built? So¬ 
cialism, communism, Nihilism—think 
you they portend nothing? Do not think 
it. They should need no Daniel to ex- 
jiound them. Their interpretation is 
plain enough.—W. S. Lilh, “Oir Shib- 
ixilcths.” 

Promises Not Kept 

Past Commander Joseph W. Kay of 
the War 'Veterans’ and Sons’ .'Associa¬ 
tion, in a speech before that body in 
Brooklyn, denounced Chairman Mark 
-A. Hanna of the Republican national 
convention for having broken ante-elec¬ 
tion promises to the old soldiers. 

“The vote of the veterans was given 
to President McKinley,” said Command¬ 
er Kay, “upon the express agreement 
made by Senator Hanna in writing that 
the bill increasing the pensions of veter¬ 
ans should pass both houses of congress. 
I was told to see the senator from Ohio 
regarding the hill and its failure to get 
through the house. I saw him and said: 

’’ !Mark, you know you agreed before 
the last election to pass this bill and com¬ 
mitted yourself to it in writing. That was 
the price you paid for the veterans’ vote 
at the last election. Why didn't you keep 
your promises?’ 

"Mr. Hanna did not reply. He turned 
on his heel and walked away.” 

Catholics Who Are Socialists 

The New A'ork Press says that “So¬ 
cialism in the Church of Rome is by no 
means uncoinmon. Prof. Francesco Nit- 
ti, of the University of Naples, has writ¬ 
ten a volume of nearly five hundred 
Images entirely devoted to an account of 
Catholic Socialism. In this treatise Pro¬ 
fessor Nitti traces the rise anil progress 
of the doctrine among influential Catho¬ 
lics in various countries. One of the 
foremost advocates of Christian Social¬ 
ism was the powerful Bisliop Ketteler of 
Mayence. The bishop contended, as 
against the third encyclical letter, that 
the Catholic Church h^d never maintain¬ 
ed the absolute right of property. .'And 
Cation Moufang, another prelate of dis¬ 
tinction, latiored earnestly to devise some 
.scheme by which workingmen might be 
delivered from dependence upon the cur¬ 
rent fluctuations of the market. This he 
would achieve by vastly enlarging the 
powers of the state, what we term ‘state 
Socialism.’ In truth the group of Catho¬ 
lic Socialists in Eurojic^^has been noted 
for ability and independence of thinking. 
The nlovcnlcn^ abroad goes a long way 
with the Socialists in their cries of wrong, 
but only a short way in plans of redress. 
But the curious thing is that, in spite of 
encyclical letters, Socialism as a scientific 
>loctrine of industrial readjustment 
should have appealed with such force to 
many educated leaders of the Catholic 
party.” 

McKinley's' Song 

“I doubt not through the ages one in¬ 
creasing purpose runs. 

To sjiread abroad Christ’s Gospel by 
the matchless power of guns. 
-And with my august cabinet, as we talk 
of war and gore, 

I pray for guns of longer range, and 
of a little bigger bore.” 

TTie answer of Socialism to the capi¬ 
talist is that society can do without him, 
just as society now does without the 
s’lave-owner and the feudal lord, both 
of which were formerly regarded as- 
necessaiy to the well being and even the 
.very existence of society.—Prof. W 
Clark, 
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By John Penny, Gen. Secy, t L. P. 


Accident! to Week Peopk 

According to the statistics compiled by 
the Labor Department of the Board of 
Trade, no less than 4,823 workpeople 
net with fatal accidents while at work in 
IQOO. ’ In 1899 the number was 4,458; in 
1898, 3,998- It will be seen, therefore, 
that 19CO was a very black year from this 
point of view. 

Of these 4,823 people, 1,889 "cte en¬ 
gaged in the shipping trade, 1,049 
mining, 626 on the rmlways and 802 in 
factories. The shipping employes have 
naturally fared the worst, but the pro¬ 
portion of railway men killed is terribly 
urge. 

The number of non-fatal accidents was 
also very large in 1900, being 104.354, 
as compared with 96,248 in 18^, 7 g, 86 g 
in 1898, 63,905 in 1897, and 57,472 in 
1896. The steady increase during the 
past five years is disquieting, but things 
are not worsening so rapidly as appears 
00 the surface, because now we have 
much more complete returns than in pre¬ 
vious years. Probably the c.xact state 
of affairs in 1900 is little if any worse 
thair in 1896, although the figures show 
an increase in the number of accidents of 
almost too per cent. 

Tndc Uoiooiim in Fnncc 

At the end of 1899 there were 2,685 
trade unions in Fyance, the total mem¬ 
bership of which was 492,647, an increase 
of 73,000 as compared with the previous 
year. It will be seen, therefore, that 
labor is organizing rapidly in France, 
blit it will be a good many years licfore 
unions become as powerful in member¬ 
ship and funds as they arc on this side 
of the channel, where there arc nearly 
two millions .of trade unionists with 
funds appro.ximaling to four millions 
sterling. 

Secondary Education 

The recent judgments by Justices 
Wills and Kennedy to the effect that 
school boards 'have no power to spend, 
money on science .and art classes has 
aroused a storm 0/ indignation through¬ 
out the country.' Meetings of school 
board members without end have been 
held and a vigorous deniand is being put 
forward for a bill to be pushed through 
parliament Jiy the government, whicli 
shall legalize such expenditure. I notice 
that the trades councils have been par¬ 
ticularly active in this agitation, and I 
have received reports from at least thirty 
of the most important in various parts of 
the country, showing that they have pass¬ 
ed, resolutions on the subject and for¬ 
warded them to every one likely to have 
any influence in the matter. It is note¬ 
worthy nowadays thht up-to-date trades 
councils are not content with simply pass¬ 
ing resolutions on the conditions of labor 
in tbeir respective districts, but discuss 
and pass motions upon all kinds of polit¬ 
ical and social questions. This develop¬ 
ment will probably have far-reaching 
consequences and it is causing some 
amount of disquiet to the official heads 
of the great political parties as it indi¬ 
cates a determination on the part of or¬ 
ganized lalxjr to dispute with them the 
monopoly in political affairs .which they 
have hitherto enjoyed. 

Motor Cars and the Housing Question. 

Mr. Balfour has penned a remarkable 
letter to a correspondent in which he ad- 

Gas and Electric Lighting 

Many years ago, when the electric light 
first came into use, it was popularly sup¬ 
posed that gaslight would be superseded 
by electric lighting. Experience has not, 
however, justified that impression, cither 
in Europe or in .-Vmerica. The United 
States consul at Frankfort, Germany, 
says that new gas companies are con¬ 
stantly being formed there and old plants 
increased in capacity. , The entire elec¬ 
tric lighting of the world to-day is esti¬ 
mated at not more than so per cent that 
of gas. 

In 1893 the city of Xcw ork pro¬ 
duced 320,000.000 cubic meters at a sell¬ 
ing price of 4.2 cents per cubic meter, 
while Paris (France) in the same year 
produced 300,000,000 cubic meters at a 
selling price of 5-7- cents per cubic 
meter. In subsequent years the produc¬ 
tion in both cities has not decreased. 

For this year Berlin has appropriated 
nearly $500,000 for new gas plants, and 
onlv last vear the largest gas reservoir m 
Gemiany'was .-rected in a Berlin suburb 
(Schmargendorf I with a capacity of 8.- 
400 cubic meters. 

This slow progress from the days of 
tallow dip and kerosene lamp is due to 
the profit svsteni. Tlie workl will never 
be properly lighted, in any sense, until 
that svstcni is succeeded hy '‘Socialism. 

Progreisives Wip in London 

'1 he municipal election in London Sat¬ 
urday, Marcli 2. resulted in a tremendous 
victory for municipal ownership of all 
public utilities. 

London will now go ahead and owm its 
water, gas lighting and 
taking Ac present plants out 
of private complies, as the nationm go - 
emment already owns 
is installing telephones. All public utih- 


vocates tlie provision of motor cars as 
a partial remedy for the overcrowding 
which prevails in all qur large towns. 
Mr. Balfour would much prefer the 
giddy motor car to the complacent tram 
car on the ground that there would be no 
cost for laying down and keeping lines 
in repair and that the interruption to 
street traffic would be avoided. There 
is something to be said for Mr. Balfour’s 
suggestion, but there is also something to 
be said against it, one point being that 
up to the present no suitable and reliable 
motor car has been designed and the 
housing question is one that cannot wait 
until the harmless but necessary inventor 
makes his apficarance. .Another point to 
lie Ijonie in mind is. that while local au¬ 
thorities have powers to run trams they 
have not power to run ’busses, in fact 
an injunction has been obtained to stop 
the L. C. C. running them. This means, 
therefore, that Balfour’s proposal opens 
up a further field for private enterprise 
and before the local authorities could 
get powers to run motor cars they would 
have to sjiend very considerable sums in 
lawyers’ fees and the like for the promo¬ 
tion of their'bills in parliament. Motor 
cars may come, and they may supersede 
trams to some extent, but it will be a 
bad lookout for the ratepayer unless he 
carefully guards against the private 
monopoly of this means of locomotion. 

London WaUr 

The London water companies—there 
arc eight altogether, making a total profit 
of over a million a year—are at present 
trying to get jiarliamcntary powers to 
compel users of water to put certain im¬ 
proved fittings in their premises. One of 
the improved fittings consists of a cistern 
to bold a supply of water sufficient for 
one day's consumption. It is refreshing 
to find that practically every local au¬ 
thority in London has kicked vigorously 
against the bill, because it means that the 
I company could evade all responsibility 
; to |)rovide a constant supply of water, 
■j The use of cisterns is especially objected 
j to because in large towns cisterns are 
; generally very difficult' to clean out, and 
■ it has not infrequently happened that 
rats have been drowned in them and left 
to decay. Even under present conditions 
it is almost as dangerous to drink Lon¬ 
don water as Manchester beer. What it 
1 would be like with cisterns in general 
! vogue passes description. It seems very 
remarkable, by the way, that the com¬ 
panies should have put forward their ob- 
I noxious demands at a time when an elec¬ 
tion for the L. C. C. is just in full swing 
for they have jirovided the Progressive 
candidates witli a magnificent argument. 
Perhaps it is that "Whom the gods in- 
teiiil to destroy they first make mad," 
and the seeking of jKiwers by the com¬ 
panies at this'juncture ma'' be the pre¬ 
lude to the passing of the water mono|)oly 
I from their liands. 

I Municipal Tailoring 

. .\t a recent meeting of the Bradford 

•! UoriKiration it was iiroposed that a com- 
] niittee should lie ap|xjinted to iiupiire in- 
: to the advisability of establishing a muni- 
; cipal tailoring department, which would 
I make the clothing for the employes of the 
i cor|)oration. .After considerable dis- 
' cussion the jifoiiosal was defeated by a 
inajority of two votes, I venture to 
think that the last of this m.itter has not 
I been heard of at Bradford. 

; ties will soon be under public control. 

The election was principally fought 
I over the water question. London's wa- 
I ter supply is now owned by several coni- 
i panics, notably the Xew River Com¬ 
pany. whose incoriioration d,atcs back to 
! the time of Charles II. Its profits are 
i enonuous, and its shares arc at the high- 
; est prerliium of any in the world. 

Despite the great profits of the com- 
j panics they had the audacity to recently 
I iireseiit to parliament a demand which 
: would make even .the Ramapo Company 
: of Xew 'A'ork blush. 

! London househoUlers rose en masses 
and almost swept out of sight the Moil- 
erate or Conservative party, which was 
liacking the corjioratioti monopolists. 

The Progressive party, which declared 
for municipal ownership, secured nearly 
the entire membership of thC London 
County Council. The result of the water 
companies' attemptetl grab will lie the 
ultimate confiscation of their plants, or 
the establishment of a new municipai 
plant. 

'fhe council already owns a number 
of street car lines, and will proceed to 
construct others and endeavor to give 
London adequate transportation. The 
•council will also undertake the construc¬ 
tion of model tenements for housing the 
poor, and will greatly increase building 
operations after years of municipal leth¬ 
argy. -T 

The other day no less than fifteen per¬ 
sons selling the Arbeiter Zeitung in the 
streets of Vienna were arrested, their 
papers confiscated, and the men fined. 
This shows with what difficulties the 
Austrian Socialists have to contend. It 
is illegal to hawk papers, though it is 
done, and the other papers are not inter¬ 
fered with, but the Socialist never 
knows when the police will drop on to 
him. ■ 


Trust Goremment 

Here are some of the things that have 
been done by the trust government of 
the United States. The jaspers who 
prattle about a government by the peo¬ 
ple should do themselves a favor by 
getting a line on passing events. These 
things have been done during the sin¬ 
gle session of congress just closed: 

Since the present, session of congress 
began the people of this country have 
been regaled by the following interest¬ 
ing evems: 

'I'he president of the United States 
has been endowed with absolute, un¬ 
limited and wholly irresponsible power 
in the Philippines, power far more auto¬ 
cratic than any king or emperor ever 
had. 

The senate and hduse have trampled 
upon the national pledge in respect to 
Cuba. 

fhe speaker of the house of repre- 
.sentatives has assumed, in utter defiance 
of law, the right to edit the record of 
congress and expunge remarks uncom¬ 
plimentary to a friend of the president. 

A rear admiral of the American navy- 
lias sought to establish in the service 
social distinction as a basis for promo¬ 
tion and congress has not been suffi¬ 
ciently interested to interfere. 

Men have gravely and earnestly advo¬ 
cated in congress and all {nit secured 
the cnactmeiu of the infamous ship sub¬ 
sidy bill—at the command of'the Stand¬ 
ard Oil trust. 

.■A. billion dollar steel trust aiid a billion 
dollar railroad tru.st.havc been formed, 
both in the boldest defiance of the laws 
of the United States, but no federal of¬ 
ficial has lifted a finger to enforce the 
law—at the command of Mr. Morgan’s 
trust. 

Russia has been insulted, injured and 
nagged into a destructive tariff war—.at 
the command of the sugar trust. 

Good men have been denied recogni- 
tioti won by courage and ability in the 
country’s battles—at the command .of 
the armor trust. 

One bank in New York city has been 
presented with some millions from the 
public funds—at the command of the 
Standard Oil trust. 

District attorneys and judges have 
appointed at the direction of the trust 
interests. 

Such .are the fruits of a government 
by and for the trusts, .says the Chicago 

.American. - 

A Critic’s Correct View of Socialism 

It is only in connection with the means 
of collective labor, not in connection with 
the means of individual consumption, 
that collective ownership is projected or 
is in any way possible. Conunon ow-ner- 
ship is absolutely impossible in respect 
to the means of subsistence which only- 
one jierson can cat; in respect to clothing 
which only one person can wear; and the 
nieans of education of which only one 
I person can avail himself. It ,is 
all the more necessary to l.-iy- spe¬ 
cial stress upon. this, as pub¬ 

lic opinion in the present day is in¬ 
clined to’ ascribe to the collective priii-. 
ciple a communistic anti leveling ten¬ 
dency in the dniiiain of the expeiiiliture 
of income ami of domestic ectmoiny, to 
a far greater extent than Socialism war¬ 
rants, or than its writings express; while 
people seem as yet hardly- able to grasp 
the gigantic revolution in the province 
of production and barter, and as a natu¬ 
ral result considerably- to iiiulervalue it. 
Especially on this jioint it is to Ik? regret¬ 
ted, and can produce no good, that [leo- 
ple will not bring tlieniselves quietly and 
considerately- to fonii a clear conception 
of the real Ix-aring of the'collective prin¬ 
ciple, and to distinguish clearly between 
the essential quality and the accessories 
ot Socialism. The result is that its bear¬ 
ing is in some respects undervalued, and 
in others distorted into gigantic propor¬ 
tions. Even educated jx-ople Ix-tray a 
scandalous ignorance on the question of 
"negation of pro|)erty,’’ which is already 
tlearly in-rceived by thousands of work¬ 
men. and is reailily ascrilx-d to the’ male¬ 
volence of the upper classes.^ 

AA'e therefore say emphatically that it 
is not correct that the system of collec¬ 
tive property- endeavors to suppress all 
and every private ]X)ssession of property-j 
or that it is tlx- absolute negation of 'the 
right of private ownership. The' nega¬ 
tion only apjilies to private projH'rty- in 
the means of production, which is to be 
replaced by collective ownership oT the 
means of production (plots of Kind, fac¬ 
tories, machines, etc.). Private property- 
in the means of enjoyment will not be 
restricted, nay, can not qiossibly be re¬ 
stricted. Probably no Sixtialis't of the 
])re-sent day has the folly- and the stu¬ 
pidity to deny the private use and the 
private ownership of the means qf sub¬ 
sistence. clothes, furniture, books, etc; 
Collective property would be introduced 
only in relation to capital, or the means 
of production, which is now- already- car¬ 
ried on by division of labor (i. e., collec¬ 
tively or oo-opcratively). just as there is 
now-'state and communal ownership with 
regard to streets, spaeps dedicated to the 
]iublic, establishments, locomotion, edu¬ 
cation, justice, police and national de¬ 
fense.—Prof. .Allxirt Schaffle. 

The following amounts have been re¬ 
ceived on the organization fund during 
the week by Comrade Corinne S. 
Brow-n: 

Rockville Branches 4 and 6.$ 5-00 

.Alfred Hicks, Colorado. 5-00 

Mrs. Kate L. Johnson, Illinois-5.0a 

Corinne S. Brown, Illinois- :... SXX3 
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In .Schaffhausen, Switzerland, Social¬ 
ists increased their vote to to out of 31. 
in municipal council election. 

In Hrinkum, Germany, the Socialists 
w-on in election. Also increased their 
number of seats in Braunschweig. 

. Socialists of Holland hold national 
convention at Easter to discuss the trade 
union situation and map out plans for the 
next election. 

. In prussels, ow-ing; to the large num¬ 
ber of children (70 per cent) w-hose pa¬ 
rents have signed forms retiuesting that 
they be withdraw-n from religious in¬ 
struction, the Catholic authorities have 
not y-et decided w-hether they- shall or not 
give this instruction. The energetic ac¬ 
tion of the Brussels Socialists has thus 
so far succeeded in keeping the priests 
out of the schools. 

Deutsche W'orle for January- prints a 
lecture- by R. Herbst w-liich he gave be¬ 
fore the Builders’ Trades Union in Vien¬ 
na, on “The History- of Trade Unions in 
l-‘rance.’’ He traces the history- from 
•79*,. when a law was passed against 
combinations, up to the present time. It 
appears from statistics given that there 
are 420,000 w-orkingmen IxIonging to 
trade unions out of a total of 4,000,000. 
The latter part of the paper gives an ac¬ 
count of the refomis initiated by Mil- 
rierand. 

■ In Xew- Zealand organized labor is 
not permitted to strike. If a grievance 
occurs there are two courts to which 
they- can be referred—first, that of con¬ 
ciliation, w-ithout power to' enforce its 
verdict. From this an appeal may- be 
lakeii to a higher court whose decisions 
arc final, to which the parties to the 
controversy must yield obedience, 
whether just or otherwise. .As a result, 
there are no strikes,of organized labor 
in Xew- Zealand. Unorganized labor may 
strike and lake the con.sequenccs. 

Lubeck is one of the old Hanse towns, 
atui is governed by- very- old-fashioned 
laws. The ruling body, called the sen¬ 
ate, is an oligarchy. Some lime ago it 
forbade all meetings of strikers^ Klol- 
keiibuhr, who is the member in the 
reichstag—the general parliament for 
all the German empire—publicly advised 
his constituents to take no notice of this 
law-, and w-as sentenced to a fine. He 
appealed to the German Supreme court, 
which sits at Leipzig, and that court has 
just decidetl that the sentence w-as ultra 
vires. This decision is of great im¬ 
portance. as it legalizes the action of 
trade unions. 

■‘Going to church" is merely a fashion 
in England, as one would go to the 
races, the theater or the ball. S.ays the 
I'oroiUo .''iiiidav AA’orld: "The i’rincc 
of AA'ales diil much to render this Sunday 
chiircii-going a practice on the part of 
I-fnglisli society that non-attendaiice is 
now- considered in the light of bad form, 
and as calciilalcd to render one unpleas- 
aiitlv conspicuous. AA'heii at .Sandring- 
hatti. King Edward always makes a 
[ifJilt of marching everybody off to 
church of a Sunday morning, remaining 
10 the very last in order to see that there- 
arc no stragglers.” It is "bad form”— 
that is, unfashionable—not to "go to 
church”! 

\\'e have all heard of the "Reign of 
Terror.” Let me give yim .a record of 
wars (luring the late queen’s ' IVaceftil 
Reign.” taken from the Xews of the 
AA'orld .Almanack for - 

iei:.« rnnnda. HKS.(» Maori 3 rd. 

AfRhnnlstnn let. IvTl Luiihla. 
lMO -42 China l«t, lS 7 S -:4 Ai»hante« 2 na. 

IWIS-O Bclndc. lS 7 ‘i- 7 H Zulu. 

Sikh l^t, 1 S 7 S >>>0 AfRhanUtan 3 rd. 

KIC-IX Kaffir lat. nasuto. 

IMS -19 Sikh 2 n(I. Tranavanl. 

4 M 9 Afchanintan 2 nd. lKh 2 Eio'pt. 


1 v 5 A-r *3 Burmnh Ist. 
lS 5 l-.*a Kaffir 2 nd. 

Crimea. 
lK.v ,-57 Persian. 


1 kM-S 5 Bechuanaland. 

Soudan Ist. 
l 5 tfi 5-!)2 Burmah 2nd. 
Chin Luflhta. 


1kS7-S8 Indian Mutiny.’ lSiC -91 Matabcic Itt. 


China 2 nd. 1 SU 6 

iscruci Sikkim. is.v* 

Maori l*t. ivw; 

Maori 2 nd. 1^96 

1 SC 3 -M Kaj^oslmla (Jap.) 

\U4 Aahantee. IfiST 


Chllral. 
AiPhantee. 
Soudan 2 nd. 
Matabcde 2 nd. 
Nlf?er. 

Benin. 


Jamaica. lkT< 7 - 9 ^ Soud.tn 3 rd. 

ISC 7 - 6 S Abyssinia. :^S'7-9S Indian Frontier. 

• And- .-ilso not forgetting the present 
w.-ir, which is "over.” <nid for which w-e 
nrc still sending men until there is 
■'standing room only” in the “captured 
.eolonies” for British soldiers. .-A case 
of "overcrowding.” Oh. those "hands 
of marauding brigands.”—Pom-Pom, 
in Ixwdon Iiistico. 


Capitaliim and Chi-iftianity 

Christianity says “thou shalt not steal.” 

Capitalism says “steal all there is in 
sight.’’ 

Christianity says “thou shalt not kill.” 

Capitalism says "our business is law¬ 
ful. the weak must gq to the wall.” 

Christianity says “thou shalt not covet 
thy neighbor’s house.” 

Capitalism says “make contracts that 
will bring the neighlwr’s house into your 
possession.” 

Christianity st^ys “fire shall consume 
the tabernacles of briliery.” 

Capitalism says “these tabernacles of 
the people’s liberties must be controlled 
bv bribery.” 

' Christianity says “ye are members one 
of another.” 

Capitalism says “free competition— 
man against man—the devil take the 
hindmost.” 


LOC H BBHW CHES 

CALIFORNIA 

Liltcrtv Hranch. J?an >'ranri*p«, baldt*-luilthr luept. 
iiiK» evrry MindaC and Weduf»»day evt'nln;r#t. com- 
tnpnriii); aC a. Adinintfinn (rrc. 

Hiittiiit'M <for iitcuilM'nt) evvrv Tliursdav 

etfulnjr. 

>lettil>rr*hip. Ss>rial Bointirnit llcmlit free to each 
int*inlH*r. jis rt^nlx |»fr month, 

Apply U> the i‘rrrelarv. John C. M'fsiev, ii7 Turk 
ftrfct. 

Itram'li No. s. I.*.* An>rt'li*<«. ororv Sunday 

ani‘nuH*n atsoVhirk.al M Hall. |»S ^^prink 

I'trcul. J. S. Itninrr. «7 N. Hill strerp 
Braurh 12. San KranclisruHieriiiaiit. Holdis tiufini'na 
mprtiiifT Hr**! Sunday in t‘a<'h i oVIock p, nt, 

at II. Turk ^trvrt. .\frilation tiiyrCinKon thirU Siindav 
rvcnuijf. fcanif pUn-r, to m hirh uix Aif \t> invitetl. An- 
KUKt K. Mayer, laiu ivik oireei. 

COUIRADU 

Hraurli No. X, (•oldflehl. tni’f't* ('verv Siitidaval 7;9u 
p. III., at-C'lty Hall. C'Iibw. LaKamp. •.eVrotary.’ 
CONNKCTICrx 

The Omneetirut State roiiiMiittrc meet» the ia^t 
Sunday of ea« h iHontli at 2 ]•. in.. nl I‘. Srlmfrer*!.. PUv 
lalu Mtreet. Ifarifon]. Iu>ui^ Scldaf, «e»’iH*lBrv 20 
Spring etri-ot. HiN-kville, I omi. 

llraiirh X,,. 4 lli.-kvillp. 11,.,-U llr.l an,I ihiril Thiir,. 
da>> at Tnm Hall incetlntc rnoni, \ dluK<‘ street. Syr’ 
relury. Ilirhard Nledrrw «-rfer.’ Ih»x tau, 

ILLINOIS 

MppIlngVofChuagit* iiitralt ommliiee hehl n-irn 
.v!'-.’Tr’V‘‘ ("urlh \Vidhe«lay..ofea. h iiiouthat 
.1.11. i.reer’** ofllre licarUim itrert. 

.,1’?”!'** • 'Ihdiewiian.i. t'hieaico. girfi* tlrpt and 

th r.l MUiirilaj. nt n m.. nt .Nunl'. llnll. sai' Illuo 
Inland av«‘tin«‘. 

Itraurh No. 11 llohciiiUn». t ‘hU'ogo, nii*i*t» and 

K'lirth Moiulayf at a p. iii.. in Ouiidvr** plai'o. iiki iv. 
l»*th place. Joseph 1 hinder, xerretarx. 

Uraiieh No. 5 , i hlengo. meet* xei omi and fourth Stin- 
day- of each month at ihxarik - Hall, e.imert enter 
avenue and ti»th -tree.. Janien lli-lmk. M*erelarv. MS 
ThnKtp -ireei. 

Itraurh No. Mtltohemiaii i.'t 'lileago. meid- -erond and 
fourth sumlaxx at aa. in..at :«cLinrhlu -treet J A 
.\mhnix, -iM'retarx. Uh.) \V «nh 1 atrcel. 

Itniiieh Nti. ». 4 hh ugo. mectx at ruihoni - Han.eor 
tier 63.1 Htreet and <'enter avoniie. !Ir-t nud third Sat- 
unlayii. tiuif l.armMi. -e. retarx. fl2« 4 enter avenue 
Itraurh •« i>vat.>pli\Li'iM'h» meet- ex erv tiilrd -Sumlav 
In the month at I'iuger'- Hall. e.imcr Mlehlgan ami 
llllh place, f'amil Knlmt. »err.*tarv. 137 sianuiKid 
aTeiiue- 

Itraiicli Sti. r, <i.ermun>. t’hieago. meet* ex erv «dher 
.'Nilnnlax at * p.m.. at .\. Jankow-kP-place.4*^1 si*t 
-treel.hetueen L. avitt and ihiklex. A. Uei-Ier, eer. 

! retarx. 7 ‘JH W. anil-tree!. ' . 

I INDIANA 

Ilriinrh No. «. ImllaiiaiMdl-. meet- ilrtt %'itimlav 
evening ami third sumlax aftcrn.Mm of l aeii month * 
Iteh hweliPt* Hull, eorner Market and NolJe -ireri* 
Addre— all coiiimuniealion- to the -eeretarv of the 
>tate eMM utIxe U.ard. Thoma* t ation. -ii*; ‘U’arreii 
.avenue. 

lOW.l 

Itraurh No. 2. HItemnn. meel- everv fourth Kridar 
In the m.iMih at 4 )jiem Houte. Jame'- Ihixter. ehalf- 
man. U m. Truman, -ecretary. Itox i.-.i. 

KKNTLl'KY 

llram h Nexx|N.ri. meet- llr-t Thur-dnv evenlnif 
at - p. m..aud third '‘iitiday aflentoon. at sanftietien 
Halt, northea-t rorher seventh uml 4 ’eiiiral avenue. 
.\ddre-B .\. 1 .. Nagel, ‘£t W. siS'ond street. 

.MA8S.%Clll'HI-nTN 

Itmnrh No. 2. Holyoke, meet- -eenud and fourth 
Tue-daya o| each month at Springdale Turner Hall 
4 arl s<‘hxvahe.orgauizer .<4 Jnrk-on -treei. 

Itram-h No a* itoMnirx. tiieM- at ci Warren street 
i-erond and hniilh Kridax - t.f everv month. 1‘uldlr 
invited.- 

.MICHIGAN 

Itraurh No. 1. Ihit tie t reek, meet* -eeond and fourth 
sundtix4«.f each month at 3 p. m,.ut in W. Main •treet. 
in the liiternationai ('oiigre^* Hall. All are C4*rdialiy 
lov tcd- 1.. < . Ilocerj*. *e»Tetarx. 

.MINKL.SOTA 

Ilraiich i. Iti'd Lake I all*, iiietd* ex erx' oUiersundav 
in »c:d r*tnie ortice of Fred 4 ,et-u ein.wi Main atreet. 
\. Kingtlnirx. j-eeretary.* 

.MlbSDIIRI 

llrnm-li No. q. -t. Loni^-. meet- »eeoiid and fniirih 
Mondnx-.at - p. m..Bl Haldenuaim'- Hall.sini south 
seventh Birecr. 

.MONTANA 

llram i, No. |. Untie, meet- t very Thur-dnx at )i;3u 
p. m.. Liigim^er-' Hall, oxv-lex Itha k. t,. Krankd. 
ieeretan . 71 K. I'ark utrect. 

Itram-h No.2 meet- llr.Hl and third sundayitof eaVh 
'month at 4*. W.' \\ ,KMr» home, 4 ’hico. MonL ' 

NFtV JKRSKT 

Itram-h No. 1. Nexvark. •*eeretary, Mi< hael W srhor, 
!*7 Liviiig-tim itlrei-l. 

Itram h So. A. 4 aiiideii. im-et* every lliml Mindax of 
the nifoith. For pariiculan- addre-' I’anI KImrdiiiK, 
r.>*i Kalglin'- ax eiiiie. 

Itram-ii No. t •German' N'exx ark, meet- ex erx thirtl 
•-ainnlay at liilernationnl Hall. 7 Itedford '*treet. 
Han- HartXX iir. -eeretaix. 7 Itedford -irrei. 

Hram h S«-. •iteniian!•;^t<‘r*on. meet- ilrwt and 
tliitd Mi.iidax- at h p. m .at IfxdvetUi Hall,.tt .Vi Van 
Hoiiten cireei. Karl l.ileltier.-ncretarx, qn. l;dmuml 
-treet. 

NKtV YDKK 

The (. Itx 4 eiilral .Xgitathm 4 'o|iiiiiittee of Greater 
Nexx Vt»rk meei-exerx -eeond T 4 Je-»lux at <12 Grand 
-treet. IN iiolMtr Mall. 

Kn-t oole itraiieh. N«i. I, meett* ex erx Ui>l and third 
Thnr-dax ataw La-I llrondxxay. A. 4 fn.x er. *eerelurv 
!«!-iiffolk stre'I. * ' 

itram h No. i, I.rooklxn, meet- ever> Niliinlay at a 
p. Ill,, at .Vk M'N.re -treet. \ l-ttor- xxehome. t’ 4 »in 
rnde- de-irii g to orgamre -houM roiiimunirate xx ith 
Secretary So|, J*re—man. iw* itr>eriim -treet, 
llram h No. |o meet-ex erx F riday ui <> p m..at 2 i<!*l.. 
Iln.adxx.ty. l.eet nt c-and <liM na»km-. I'uMii invtteil. 
.^Grgani/er, Jo-ej-h William-, Henry Ktreei. 

Dll ID 

ilrauch No. 4 . < Im-itmatk nieeu at IHchelien Hall. 
-«>nihea»t Corner '*th and Plum -tri*et-. * very Sunday 
ai’Jp. III. Leetun-- anirdi-e«i--ion-. Puldie iiixiied, 
Tho-, .MeKenie. -eeretar>. I'ji Laurel street. 

DKKC.ON 

Itraiieh No, 1, Portland, fneei- exery .Mouda) night 
at Wa-tkingtoM Hotel, corner Sil and h lander* atreet-. 
KrerjUidJ lux iied. T. 4 '. Weiiilland. ehuirman; Mr*. 
N. K. Forii-eh.-I’l relary. 

rLNNS^ LVANIA 

Itrum-li No, I. Philadelphia, meet- every Thuraday, 
at - p. m.. at- m s. Third -treet. Ko«e -(loliodkin. 
Tren-nfer, M » Pine-treet, 

Kraneh No, <. < oudi*r-|<ort, m«-e|- eve,y H-eoud and 
la-l Wi-diie-day- of eaeli month in K, of H.ill. < 'lia-. 
Kniipel, e|iainiian; L. II. Mor-e.-eerelary ; llen.t'od- 
diiiL'ton. trea-tirer. 

ilrunrh No. .V Philadelphia, meet* tlr-t ^ridav of 
en«-h month everutlx e imM*i-ever} oumlay niurning - 
at !►. P .4 lull l(<H>m-. at 4’2a a,| -treat. Drtcanuer. 

M. <Hlii-.-tllteed -treet. 

Itrniieh No. in. William-iMirt. meet* every Sunday 
nfleriMMUt at 2 p. ni. in s<M ialCI;;^iiI«ir Hall, No. 3 n K. qtl 
-treet. 4 'p. It,,->101111. elmirnmn'. Jim. Lyon, aeeretary. 
7 iq 2 >l -treet. Piihlie invited. 

MI.SCUNNI.N 

Milxvankee t'entral t'ommlttee. It. p.. meet- aitr- 
oml and fourth Monday* of the month at Urevx’ers' 
llnll. -<tiithen-l eorm>r l<h and <'he-tii,iit -treel*. 

llrani'h So. 1. .Miixxauke<\ mei>t- at'Kailer'- Hall, 
<th -treet. Imtn een "Inle ami Prairie, every fourth 
Thufuloy erening. 

Ilraiieh No.2. ^lilxxankee. meeiH eyery ■ecr.’hd and 
•fourth Saturday* in t-aelke'- Hall. 4 ’<ineor<iia and 
(•r«'en liny ax t'nue. Frank l.iehi-eii, -eeretary. 

llram h No. 1, '-belioxgan. meet- every aeeond Tlktira- 
day of the month at Kmil llend-elieP- piaee. iuti Mieh- 
ignn nrenue. '-eer'dary. Kugene F. FlehenlKTger, ITui 

N. nth -tno t. 

Ilmneh No, <. MTlu niikee. meet* every I 1 r*t attd Ihinl 
Friday* each nmtilh at Meller'a Mall, eomerradami 
Iln»xx n-.treet-. ti.Mirge MoertM-hel. neeretary, 3 Wi Slth 
street. 

Ilruiteh No.tf, MllHankee. meet- e\ery fourth Friday 
of the month at It. sigi-l’ii Hall, -oiithea-t romer 
tin-luird-free! and vth avenue, tt. Wild, aeerrtary. 

llranrh .No. 12. .Milwaukee, meet- every hrat anil 
third Thnr-day* of each month at ^'otkiiiaiiu'n.Ilall. 
2i»t and Onter rtreet-. at *p. m. serretaTy, 4 ’, Kai- 
dorf. WS22xt‘-lreel. 

llranrh No. 9 . Miltraukee. meet- -erond fourth 
Wedne*day« of each lurutth at rt 34 t’lark rtreet. Her. 
man 'M-hneider. aecreiary. 120atl •trt'el. 

Itram-h So. 2a. MilHatikee. meet* ftr-t and third Fri¬ 
day* of each lifkinth alliaethke'- llaILt om-unllaaud’ 
Grt-en Itay avenue. J. Heller. ]r., lis Fourth *trect. 
ai'cn-tary. 

WEFT VIRGINIA 

llranrh No. 1. Wheeliuir. meet* every third Sunday 
in the month at Trad** **><! Lalatr A-*eiuhly Hall. IMS 
Market atreet. II. A Leetla. urganixer. 


Ne-w Branches 


Idaho . 

Indiana. 

Uuh. 

Washington. 
Wisconsin .. 
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affair. We arc glad to see the ladies 
taking an interest in this movement and 
ho]>e that they will prove true to them¬ 
selves and work for Socialism. T. C. 
Sutherland acted as chairman for the 
evening, and the humorous manner . in 
which he introduced the different num¬ 
bers of the program, his droll stories and 
jokes kept the audience in' a continuous 
state of laughter. The program, which 
was charmingly rendered, was as fol¬ 
lows : 

Pjano solo—Miss Della Sutherland. 

Recitation—Miss Mary Hunt. 

A<ldress—Mr. Matt Hollenberger. 

Vocal solo—Mr. J. C. Sutherland. 

Recitation—Miss Edith Sutherland. 

Piano solo—Miss Della Sutherland. 

£xhil)ition of hypnotism—Prof. Ed¬ 
ward Miller, Jr. 

•‘The Ben Hur Chariot Race” was 
rendered on the piano by Miss Suther¬ 
land. 

' Mr. Hollenberger's address was truly 
a very eloquent one, proving that the sys¬ 
tem in which we live is one in which dol¬ 
lars and cents come before human life, 
liberty and happiness, in which hundreds 
of people are starving to death in tlie 
midst of plenty, in a country where there 
is an over-production of wealth.—Evans¬ 
ville Justice. 


CHICieO VOTERS, ATTENTION! 


NOTES FROM THE FIELD 


THE HERALD FORUM 


PRINCIPLES OF 

Scientific Socialism 

By Rev. Cbarlea H. Vail 

Aathor '* Madern S«cIa 1 Upi'* Md t 

Owa«r«bip of kAllwayn.** 


The onlf party in the field (or the approach* 
inc muolctpal election lo Chicago, with plat* 
lorm and candidatei commuted to municipal 
ownerahip ol atreet ratlwaya, gas and electric 
plants, and so lortfa, is the 


At a town election at Readville, Mass., 
the S. D. P. candidate for selectman re¬ 
ceived 281 votes. 

• The S. D. P. at Rockville, Conn., will 
hold a comniunc celebration at Linck’s 
Hall, Saturday, March 23. 

Comrade Henry Larson is the Social 
Democratic candidate for alderman in 
the Thirty-fourth ward, Giicago. 

At the Milford, Mass., town election, 
just held. Comrade J. Wulf, candidate 
for selectman, received 213 votes. 

Owing to sickness Comrade A. S. Ed¬ 
wards has been unable to fill speaking en¬ 
gagements during the past two weeks. 

Comrade J. W. Brown will deliver an 
address on “Modem Slavery” at Turner 
Hall, March 17, at 2 :30 p. m., Rockville, 
Conn. 

Comrade H. H. Fraelich has received 
the nomination of the Social Democratic 
party for alderman in the Fourteenth 
ward, Chicago. 

At Hyde Park, Mass., the Social 
Democratic candidates for selectmen, 
in a field of eleven and a total vote of 
1812, polled 281. 

Qiicago branches of the party desir¬ 
ing German sjK'akcrs are requested to 
communicate witli Comrade Jacob Win- 
nen, 3832 State street. 

Comrades Stednian, Brown,. Mc- 
Sweeney, Hoyt, Westphal and VVinnen 
have been in demand. for a number of 
meetings in Chicago the past week. 

The comrades at Wallace, Idaho, are 
• carrying on a very effective propaganda 
not the least influential feature of which 
is a weekly column in the Idaho State 
Tribune. 

Some men’s energy and devotion in 
the cause of Socialism might well be fol¬ 
lowed by many. Comrade Mitchell of 
Kansas, who' is fifty-four years of age, 
the other day rode twenty miles from his 
home to organize a branch of the Social 
Democratic party, and succeeded. 

Branch i of the Social Democratic 
party at Philadelphia will give a grand 
entertainment, including a ball, concert 
and package party, Friday evening, 
March 29, at Columbia Hail, 509 S. 
Eighth St, Tickets will be to cents each. 
It is hoped that all in sympathy with the 
movement in Philadelphia will assist in 
making the occasion successful. 

An aldermanic convention of the So¬ 
cial Democratic Party for the Fifteenth, 
Si.xteenth, Seventeenth, Twenty-sev¬ 
enth and Twenty-eighth Wards of Chi¬ 
cago was he.'d at Merrick’s Hall, 1739 
Milwaukee Ave„ Saturday, March g, 
1901, and the following nominations 
made: Fifteenth ward, Arthur Meistcr; 
Si,\teenth, M. Sinak; Seventeenth, \, 
Benson ;Twcnty-seventh,J.G.K.Schultz; 
Twenty-eighth, Fran;: Rabel. 

Our party now has a branch in every 
ward of the city of Sheboygan, Wis., 
and the two old parties are talking 
about “redeeming” the city by nomi¬ 
nating a man of" business" connections 
to beat Comrade C, A. Born and the 
Social Democrats. There will be a lively 
time up there if Comrade Born shall be 

E ersuaded to run for Mayor. As Social 
democracy gathers strength in a com¬ 
munity,.republicans and democr;,ts find 
they have no principles, but only “ busi¬ 
ness” interests. 


*Uammabic»tlunB ioUndvd (or tliU <Up«rtmtot mi^ 
b» brief, l^nbljr wriUou on o&* side of the petwroa^, 
end *cc(itD|»*at«d by the roal nAzoeHif the imur. No 
ftUontioowtlibefivr&CoeQouymoualettere. Tbooditor 
it DOt reepousible fur the of coiiUibotor*. 


CONTENTS i 

_ The IndDitrial Evolation.' Tbe An^iy tie of T&in. 
The OriffiD of Bnrploe Valoe. ' 

The AdveaUgee el SoolelUn: Prodoctlon. DU. 
tribotion. Elimioetioa of Uh^leu Tocetioiu, PreveatlM 
of Weet^ KleTeuon of Wonieii, Pro|>er Cere eod Tn? 

of Children, EScioni Directore, ^Intloa of the 
Mooetery Queetion. Abolition of Texetion, Simn ili!^ 
tioo of Uhveromrot. UeoefiU to CepiteliiU, Beneftu 
Laborer*. . ^ 

The Evidence* el the Morel 5 treagth el «Tf(al 
Ian: Itabi>irit anil AIih ; Aboliti>>u of Buaiaon Du. 
boneftty: Riwtrlrtion of Divorce: Pr**THUtioD of Proni. 
totioo; uimiDaitou of Crioie; PrereDtioa of Inuaiw 
eranoe, Itwauit}, etc. ^ 

Poverty-^It* Cauae ^nd Core. Wage fiUverr *• 
Cbatlol Slavery. lUul end IntereeL The Lav S 
Wm>*s. The Law of Provr^ei*. loduittrial UepreniAM 
anaCommercU) Crteoa. Tbc Problem of Labor*Sav^ 
Machinery. ^ 

Pepvlar Ccononle E^ora: TImt Vain* U DeCae. 
minudb/Oapitaliet ('oetof Prodoctiim: that (i»e Intn 
aeta of Laboreri and (Upitaliete are identical: th&i 
Labor (a Better Off To..day Than Kver Before: 
Cheap Pricee are Reneflcial to Letwr; iliat Porehn 
MarkeUare Benaficiai to Labor: that Lnxory UBeu^ 
ficlal to Labor: that Land Nathmalicati^ VVrmld 
Solve the Social Queation: that Extravaganoa IsSu 
Chief Caoee of Eoonomio Want; that HooiMiam Wo^ 
Thwart Inventinna and Improvemeata; that SoqUUa 
W ould Doatroy IndlvidoaUty. Cmclaaion uid Indt^ 
ISmo. 236 Pages; Paper. 83 e; Cloth, 91 . 00 . 


Tuna for a Change of Tune 

It was all well enough for Patrick 
Hem;, to exclaim, "Liberty or death!” 
It is all well enough for any one man to 
claim the alternative of death, if lie likes 
It, but there are some of us who proi>osc 
neither to die or be slaves. One man 
may die, but a race cannot. The ques¬ 
tion of the twentirfh century is not, 
"Shall wc be free, of be exterminated ?” 
but "What is the surest and shortest 
path to that fiberty which we are deter¬ 
mined to have ?” 

Socialists, before .you arc so ready to 
die, assert yourselves and ’take a little 
whirl at living! 

•One of the 

”\'anisliing Midtile Class." 


For Mayor—G l'S Hovt 
F or City Clerk—C. T. H. Westphal 
F or City Treasurer—C harles Tvl 
F or City Attorney—C has. H. Soklke 

SEE THE PUTFORM. VOTE THE TICK 


FOR THE MONTH 
OF MARCH 


During (he month of March Socialists throughout 
the world celebrate an event ol ^reat historical 
interest, the Pari* Commune. We desire to call 
special attention in this conuection to three Im* 

' portant books with which S(»cialists should* be 
ramiliar. and to make a SPECIAL OFFER on 
these books lor the month of March only. 

« 

(. History of the Commun e of 1871 

Translated from the French of Lissagaray 
by Eleanor Marx Aveling. 8vo, 515 
pages, clear and large type. Cloth f>i.oo 

2. The IStb Brumaire of Louis Napoleon 

By Karl Marx. Translated from the Ger¬ 
man by Daniel DeLeon. An elegant 
volume ol 78 pages with Marx's picture 
as frontispiece. Price 25 cents 

3 . The Civil War in France 

By Karl Marx, with an introduction by 
,F. Engels. Transl.iled from the Ger¬ 
man by E. Belfort Bax. Price 25 cents 


Of Course Not 

Mr. Lambert Tree, who was minister 
to Russia under Cleveland, thinks it 
quite ridiculous that the Cubans should 
fancy they might get on now without 
our boys in brown. 

He explains that- they have neither 
an army nor navy, "not even a revenue 
cutter to guard their shores from smug¬ 
glers !’’ Of course it would be prepos¬ 
terous ! Can any Socialist imagine a 
country in such a position? Why, what 
else would we do with our taxes if we 
didn’t spend them on these necessities? 

When Congress called upon Spain to 
remove her troops from Cuba, and cm- 
jKJwcred the president to use our forces 
to assist this movement. Congress spe¬ 
cifically declared that the United States 
bad no intention of excrcisifig .sover¬ 
eignty or control over Cuba, and that 
she was free and independent, 

"Now,” says Mr. Tree, in the-Chicago 
Tribune, "it is absurd to consider such 
a declaration as in the nature of a 
pledge.”' To prove this he goes on lo 
show that this was not a pledge, because, 
forsooth, who was there entitled to re¬ 
ceive it? Certainly not Spain, or, any 
European power, and could it be said 
that the Cubans were competent 50 ac¬ 
cept it? Which honest reasoning goes 
to show again how easily the common 
people will jump at an unjustifiable con¬ 
clusion. 

We really thought this national pledge 
was given by us,,and accepted by.Cuba. 
But bow ridiculous, when cfnc comes to 
think of it, to hold a proud nation, such 
as this, tp a promise made in a moment- 
of emotion, to a lot of poor, low-down, 
no account people, who look just- like 
our slaves, anyhow. Go to. We know 
our place better. We are a world power, 
wc ar". and don’t you forget it. Savez 
vous .' A. R. W. 


SEND ORDERS TO C 

'meODORB DEBS, 126 Washlagtoa St. 
CHICAQO 


Aldermanic Nominationi 
List of candidates nominated by the 
Social Democratic Party for aldermen 
in Chicago. 

Seventh ward—Charles Bigel. 
Ninth—Joseph Novata. 

Tenth—Frank Nerad. 

Twelfth j Geo. J. Miller. 
Fourteenth-^H. H. Fraelich. 
Fifteenth—Arthur Meister. 

Sixteenth—M. Sinak. 

, Seventeenth—N. Benson. 

• Twenty-seventh—J. G. K. Schultz-. 
Twenty-eighth—Franz Rabel. 
Twenty-ninth—M. Babka. 

Thirtieth—John Mprro. 

Thirty-first—Chas. WisSrand. 
Thirty-second—Henry Uhlhorn. 
Thirty-fourth—Henry Larson. 


Thr lllslorj' of thw Comniont*. wltb your 
rholrr of thr other two. will be melted to 
your eddresa. puatirsld. for VI OO. This 
offer la ito<»d for the month of Hurrh outy. 


Y ^ IF YOU DESIRB 

/ L-'to undenUnd modern acientific Social* 
'y i*ni->ihe reeaDO of it; the facts upon 
A which it is Iwaed. the xreal historic epochs 
I Kiviiix larth to it: irta doctrine, scope, pur* 
pov:, aim and objecta^you should read 

THE INTERNATIONAL LIBRARY. 
Scud i>jr descriptive catelof;tie. 
International Xibrarp puMiabing Co.* 
23 Duane St.. New York. 


THEODORE DEBS 

126 Vaahineton Street .... ;;.;^*CHICA( 


SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC LIBRARY 


2 Ann cn 

I UUU SOCIALIST LITIRATL'KE (or )l« 3 u 
The liitortint IoiihI SooluINt Itcvlow. 
hy A: M SiiiioiiK. with th»* c<r-oprratiOk; ni 
D. lii>m>n. Max S. lliiy«i*. iiuil l>rof. 
K. L'litrriitiiuii. und with coutributrti articles 
fmin (h•*at>l•*Ht HJ>cuili8i writers of the world, luu 
Ciikvii rank u* ilie Ma’lnliat )>eriodicttl in 

th«* Kn^liih hkiiL'itap* It in 

now enUrKe.i t«* puevH anil ^ 

lit running fo>ri.iUy h reniark* 
able novel.entitled “A C'hur- ^ S i 
Ity (ilrl,’* and a of f 

ariicleKon thn struiOfh’ '*r the 
mine workers by ^lothvr w 

•lonoH. The l.lbmry of / 

l*ro«r*«‘sw isa nuarterly n*T- 
loihcal. each nMiiitkT uoRipVie 
iu Itself. Ttte Feitruary num* 
lr-*r la Siwj.iUHT So.vna wmi 
Mcaic. The May nuuilier w>H . 

ite a trunsLition «f Vands’-r* 
vcLiiR'H new work. **ColU*<:tl vIhiii axd TUkls- 
(n’HrniAi. Kv<iLt‘Tii)it."|R?rhapR(hen)i«t iinpurtmat 
H- K.'iah'tt book niuce Marx, yet eR>y of eomprehem- 
Sion by any<»np. The Pocxirr LiDRAKYorSocuL- 
ISM is a nioQthly Rerie* of l{.'*f«Ke booklets, eaclj 
complete (u itself aoil each tteaiin;; of some im* 
jiortant ph.iae of •ocialism. Tw ent> five numbers 
are Dow ready. 8 I»C 0 IAL OFFCRi Send 
Si fill and tnention this mlvertisiernetit and we 
will »ieo I Tbe International fiocialist Review for 
the Lihruryof I’rojfreha f4»r I 9 CU, and the ftm 
lu: niimlieni uf the Pocket Library of Socialism, 
ioclodin;? th** Sialreatly iK«tied. which will be sent 
the aiilHcrib**r by return nmll If you are already 
a Kijbs<’ri>e*r to the j'on can take advan* 

toire of thiH offer by havin;; the /frrieu'sent to 
an ither i ame and the other p>'rioiliral.. to your¬ 
self. but the fiilt miMinnt of 21.^0 nitiat In* 
edit nt oiu* tlull'and this mivertisemeni must 
le* nieatloned. No coimnUsionx on this offer. 
AhlresH. CHAHI.KS II. KKIIU ^ COM¬ 
PANY, l*iib]lN|it»n4, 50 Klftli Avfiiue* 
CliicauTo. 


Earl Marx, Capital, (doth,.I 

F. W. Sprafua—Hocialiam, from Gsneiia ta Bsva. 


latiou. (doth. 


Oroolond—Tbs (Jo-oparativa Commonwaaltk. 

Papar.50 

An^st Babai—Woman: Ps^L Praaaatand Fntara. .M 

Blatebford*—Mama Eufflaud.M 

Edward Rallamy—Lookicff Backward.16 

Edward Ballamy-'Lqoality. (doth......l.S 

Lisaacarv—History of tba C'ommana of 1871.1 .Ot 

Charles Yail—Modem Socialism. M 

Ashplant^Hatarodox Eoooomloa and (^r^odin 

Profits.U 

Hsoiy D. Lloyd—Wealth Acainst CominoDwaallb.. 1.01 

Yolnay—Tba BniDs of Empires.U 

Thomas Paine—The Kifhta of Man... M 

Henry Ueorca—Social Problems. .M 

Osborne Ward—The Aaeleot Lowly. l.|6 

Adame—President John Smith.ll 

Richard T. £ly—Socialism and Social Reform. l.N 

Bochnar—Man in the Past, Praaeotand Fatora.... l.M 
(/has. H. Vail—Principles 6f Beiantiflc Socialism.. .• 

Fabian Essays. , ...8 

Rocars—Six Caotaries of Work and Waces.8 

Doanaliy—('sssar's (d>lomn.' .8 


Man and His Environment 

It is no use arguing whether man is 
bad by nature, and without respect to 
circumstances. Man is a creature to cir¬ 
cumstances. If you separate him from 
his surroundings he ceases to exist. W.c 
will waive the discussion of what man 
might be, and concede to our opponents 
the advantage of considering him as he 
is. Wc will consider man as we see him, 
and his circumstances as we see them. 

The question asked is whether human 
nature is bad. We must begin by ask¬ 
ing under what circumstances? Will a 
peach tree bear peaches? Yes, if plant¬ 
ed in good soil and against a south wall. 
Will a rose tree flourish in England? 
.Not if you set it in an ash-heap and ex¬ 
clude the light and air. Is a river a 
beautiful and a wholesome thing? Yes, 
when it is fed by the mountain streams, 
washed by the autumn rains, and runs 
over a.pebbly l)cd, between grassy mead¬ 
ows decked with water lilies,' fringed 
with flowering rushes, shaded by stately 
trees: but not when it is polluted by city 
sewers, stained by the refuse of filthy 
dye-vats and chemical works; not when 
its bed is slime, its banks ashes, and when 
the light falling upon it is the flame of 
forges, and the shadows those of mills, 
ami manure works, and prisons. Is hu¬ 
man nature sweet, arid holy, and fruit¬ 
ful of good things? Yes. WJicn it gets 
light and air and culture, such as we 
give to the beasts of the farm and to the 
iilics of the field; hut when it is iKjisoncd 
and perverted and defiled, when it is 
crushed, cursed and spat upon, then hu¬ 
man nature becomes had. ’Tell me, then, 
shall we, in judging rivers, take the Ir- 
wcll; or shall we, in judging men, take 
the slums, or the city council, or the 
house of commhns, or the bourse, or the 
stock exchange, or any other body where 
vulgarity, and aggression, and rascality, 
and selfish presumption are the elements 
of success? No thing on this earth can 
be good under adverse conditions—not 
the river, not the green grass, not the 
skylark, nor the rose; but if a thing can 
be good under propitious circumstances 
we say of it, “This is good." We say 
that of all the things of the earth except 
man. Of man wc say, without hesitation 
and without conditions, “He is bad.”— 
Robert Blatchford. 


PAMPHLETS 

F. Laaaalla—W hat Is Capital.fl 

H. M. Hyndman—Socialiam and Blavsry. 8 

F. Laitalla—Ths WorkiurmaD'a Program... H 

Chaa. H. Vail—Tba lodostrial Evolution. 8 

THEODORE DEBS* Saeratiry TrMSurtr, 

126 Wuhinglon SIrMt, Chitaf* 


FOR THE TRUTH 

Reid an ladependcnt Newspaper, one which stauds (or 
.Autencao principles, is opposed to imperialism, and is 
isithful to the people's iuterests. 


Terre Haute Notes 

The local branch has been holding 
some very successful propaganda meet¬ 
ings and the Socialists of "Terre Haute 
arc to be congratulated because they have 
now brought the Socialist philosophy to 
the fore-front as the “main issue” in the 
literary .clubs and the daily press. Two 
years ago we could not secure a line of 
comment regarding the movement, but 
since that time many discussions pro and 
con have appeared in the daily papers, 
and some of them were "warm.” too. 
College professors and some literarj- 
small fry are generally, our opponents, 
and in no instance have we failed to 
silence them. The ignorance of some of 
flur opponents who pose as the “intel¬ 
lectuals” of Terre Haute is appalling. 

To quote an instance, the writer at¬ 
tended a meeting of one of the literary 
clubs at which a professor in the State 
Normal School, who is an "evolutionist,” 
by the way, stated that it “always had 
been and always will lie till the crack of 
tloom.” .-\t another meeting the said pro¬ 
fessor read a paper advancing the thcorj- 
tliat the “great man of each age is the 
cause of all progress!’’ This is a sam¬ 
ple of the “easy marks" we have to con¬ 
tend with. The branch is growing slow* 
ly, apd what members we get come in 
without the asking. Wc are holding a 
series of debates and lectures on the vari¬ 
ous phases of Socialism and arc arrang¬ 
ing for some outsitle speakers, among 
whon. will be Chas. H. \’ail of New Jer¬ 
sey, who will speak under the auspices of 
the local branch on March 27. .Arrange¬ 
ments for the lecture will be made at the 
next meeting to be held Sunday, March 
17, and it is hoped that cveiy comrade 
who can will attend the meeting and help 
to make the lecture the most successful 
ever given in the city. Comrade \'ail is 
an clotjueiU speaker and able uTitcr on 
Socialism and those who hear him will 
enjoy a rare treat. On Afarch 17 the fol¬ 
lowing will Ik' debated: "Rc.solved, Tliat 
the municipal ownership advocated by 
the capitalist parties are of no interest 
to the workers." 

Terre Haute. Jas, Oneal. 

Entertainment at Evansville 

Lswt Sqnday night was the date on 
which the Social Democrats gave anoth¬ 
er one of their free entertainments at C. 
L. L. Hall, comer Third and Dix-ision 
streets. Needless to say, the hall was 
crowded. There was a great number of 
81RQ1CS present, and as i'll ticual in 


SPRINGFIELD 

REPUBLICAN 


GERMAN SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 
SHOULD READ 


DIE WAHRHEIT 


Ao aMe. interesting journal, established 
in 1S34 by bamuel Bowles. 

Daily and Sunday for three months. 

Daily alone (or three niooths. 

Weekly lor three months .». 

Weekly lor one vear. 

All Bubscripiltms payable in advance. 
Specimen copies free. 

The U eekly Kepublican will be sent free for 
one month to any one who wishes to try it 

The Republican, Springfield, Mats 


Oldcxt ExUblixIu.'i Social Democratic 
Paper in the United Slatca 


Property the Creation of Law 
Be the issue what it may of that im¬ 
mense and complex movement known as 
Socialism, it lias already put to flight one 
superstition; none except the very igno¬ 
rant will henceforth defend private prop¬ 
erty, in the concrete, as something ab.so- 
lutc and independent of law and history. 
It has Ixien shown as in truth a social, 
changeable, limited institution, represent¬ 
ing doubtless a deep-seated instinct of 
our nature, but not to be understood ex¬ 
cept in the; society where it has 
arisen, and by the power of 

which it is jirotccted. Property 
is the creation of law. Wc have 

Ireen present at the making of it in 
South .Africa, in the L'nitcd States, and 
within our island shores; is it nqt every¬ 
where a concession, a grant of use or 
oiynership, a monopoly which the state 
will secure by its police, its magistrates 
and its whole effective force when called 
ujwn ? There go two parties to the bar¬ 
gain—such is my contention—and of 
these, one, the permanent party, is the so¬ 
cial organism. Now will it be held that 
society ever meant to raise up enemies 
against itself, or to set class against 
class, when it gave the bounty of nature 
into the hands of individuals ? A public 
chartered company, for example, has 
broken the law and exceeded its powers; 
may not its charter be taken from it? 
If, however, a company is thus amen¬ 
able to the supreme jurisdiction of the 
state, how shall a private person be ex¬ 
empt? Not, at all events, on the ground 
of his holding propertx’ with which the 
state has no concern. For In society all 
interests. V>ropcrticS, and values are 
bound up together; he that enjoys the ad- 
yahtage must submit to the drawbacks of 
liring as a citizen among citizens.—Wm. 
Barrv. 


66 Column. Wooklf. Subteription, $ 2.00 por Yetr 


VICTOR L. BEROER, Editor 
611 Suto Straot HilwookM, Win. 


Appeal to Reason 

Socialiit Weekly with 100,000 eubecriberb 
the number growing with every ieeue 


A 32'ptge pamphlet which oontaioi in ad¬ 
dition to the “ Primer of Socialiam," by 0.0. 
Clameni, •‘Socializing a by tba late 

Laurtnea Qronlund, ana “Eoonomio Temu 
and Pbraaos,” by A. P. Haxal. 

Oae of tba atrongaat pamphleta for prepa- 
ganda yat iaaued. A aplandid voU-makar, and 
tbouaanda abould be circulated before electioa. 

PER COPY, 5 CENTS-I>ER 100, $1.50 
Addreaa, Dcba Pabllahlag Co. 

Terre Haute, Indiaaa. 


Is Unique —Nothing else like it 


Will be sent to your addreaa Bfty-two 
week’s for Bttr cents. Girard, Kansas 
Watch this space for 
Appeal announcements 


(German Edition) 

The Famous Book by Robert Blatch¬ 
ford, translated into German by Victor 
L. Berger, Editor of Vofwaerts. 

188 Paget, PRICE, IS Cenit 

Admirable for Propaganda Among Germans 
SsDd Ordsrs to this Ofllcs 


TWO MEAT SPEECHES 


thouM kt Rnd by Secialiilt Evarywhare 
■ad Pat lalo tba Heeiet al Nan-Seclalieti 

EUGENE V. DEBS 

AND 

PROF. GEO. D. HERRON 

A Splindid Cimpaign Oocumtnt 


Time will destroy all your specula¬ 
tions of profit in human industry and 
confirm the "wild and woolly” notions 
of many a “simple” Socialist whom you 
affect to despise. True democracy—po¬ 
litical, religious and educational—car¬ 
ries us inevitably forward to the co-op¬ 
erative commonwealth. Time often flies 
too swiftly to be marked and in its flight 
shows slight regard for our fictions of 
opinion. At the beginning of this cen¬ 
tury human beings were sold with oxen 
in the streets of St. Petersburg, and 
buyer and bought thought it was a fixed 
and permanent order of the universe. 
Today the press, though secret and 
hunted by police, has splintered the auc¬ 
tion block, and the Czar has to reckon 
not so much with brute force and dyna¬ 
mite as with the truths and logic of So¬ 
cialism. .Socialism civilizes the world by 
degrees in advance of its final triumph. 
It was the seer, Emerson, who said five 
years before black slavery was abolished, 
that it would not be done in the next 
generation. When you speculate on 
what Time will do, don’t be so sure. 
Nothing is fixed. 


the CHALLENGE 


A WMkIy Pxpvr PablUhed by 
M. tUylor* WILblrv. 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 

90 C«au p*t Year. 


BixUbnPagb Pzmphlet Price, Three C»nU 
Ooa Huodrad* $2.(X) 

AMrtss, 126 WftthiRoton SL, Chicagt 


BRANCHES TAKE NOTICE 


(JDSTICK) 

or ***'*•* »OCIAL DtM* 

OCRATIC ailANCHES OF CHICAGO 
■abeerlptlon. S1.SO e year 

Merest, 700-702 Loeait Streel. Cbleig*. HUmIs 


Dues for quarter ending 
June 30 are payable on or 
before April 5. Secretaries 
will _give the matter prompt 
attention and report as early 
as possible. 


IRANGI SUPPUES 

I0«). I*i 

MMibwrahIg AMlIcatloBs (IM). M 

CMatltatlaai (mcli). .U 

Sm 4 M-am with CMli to ThM4M« Dak*. 
l36Wa*hiBgtaBStraat,Chlcaga. NB*ar* 
f Ubb asat #■ cradit. | 


Professor Henry Davies of Yale Uni¬ 
versity says; “Socialism is the next 
great political creed to occupy our atten¬ 
tion.” 

Socwlism being the product of social 
evolution, the only danger lies ir. ob¬ 
structing it.—Rev. F. M. Sprague. 






















